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INTRODUCTION. 



Among the many thousands who annually visit the Be]> 
tiese Oberland, by far. the greater portion ascend the lakes 
from Xhun, and traverse the district lying between Inter- 
laken and the Grimsel, which undoubtedly comprises some 

ut" tlie giaiulcst Alpine features, A comparatively small 
number wend their way to the western portion of the moun- 
tains and vidleys of the Oberland, although these are little 
inferior in beauty and interest ; and strangely enough, even 
those who select Interlaken as head^quarters for excursions 
do not explore the vallc} s of the Kander and the Simmen so 
often as their attractions merit. Yet these, and more espe- 
cially the district intersected by the Kander, ])osscss .some of 
the most magniiiccut features of which the Swiss Alpine 
regions can boast. The mountains of this tract cannot in- 
deed vie in grandeur with the central chain of the Finster-- 
aarhom and JungfraUf yet a singularly happy combination 
of the lovely with the imposing invests the scenery with a 
rare cliarm. 

In the river district of tlie Kandra the palm is due to 
the main valley itself, the Gemmi route, which ascends the 
stream from its junction with the Lake of Thun, and at 
Kandersteg diverges eastwards through the Qasternthal to 
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the Tschingel Glacier, and southwards to the Gemmi Pass. 
Nothing cnn be lovelier than the ascent of the verdant and 

wooded sloi)es on uhicli the village of Aeschi is situated, 
commanding an dcliglitful prospect of the Lake of Thun; 
nothing more attractive than th^ drive through the luxuriant 
valley from Mahlenen to Frutigen, whilst a succession of 
snow-dad mountains display their glaciers towering above the 
rocks in the background ; nothing, in fine, more picturesque { 
ihuii the walk through the pine and maple-clad dale, as far ^ 
as the elevated pasture valley of Kandersteg, the vestibule j 
of some of the grandest Alpine scenery. j 
If a characteristic feature of the Bernese Alps, consisting j 
in the distinctness and variety of form with which their sum- 
mits rise from their glacier pedestals, has been justly extolled, I 
the same commendation may fairly be claimed by the snow- ^ 
clad peaks which {oniniand tlie Kanderthal. Here the j 
^V ildstrubel , like a huge colossus, towers over the Engst- ^ 
ligenthal. The Einderhom arches upwards its spotless mantle 
to the azure sky. Above it rises the graceful glacier- pyramid 
of the Altels, the admiration of all Gemmi travellers, on their 
way to the warm springs of Leuk. But even this dazzling 
peak is surpassed in the more imposing proportions of tlie 
adjacent Balmhom. Finally, from the main chain to which 
these mountains belong, rise the majestic D olden horn and 
Frau or BlQmlisalp, more elevated than' the three first- 
mentioned, and inf^or to the Balmhom alone: theDolden- « 
horn as a graceful double pyramid on a massive basis of rock 
and glacier, the Bliunlisalp constituting, as it were, a moun- 
taiiiouN region of its own, over whose innnnierahle ridges the | 
glaciers throw their huge folds , and in whose splendour the , 
Frau vies with the renowned Jungfrau herself. 
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The Doldenhorn and Bluiulisalp are those with which 
we propose to make the reader acquainted. X^et us then first 
determine the topographical position and importance of these 
mountains with respect to the entire Bernese chain. A glance 
at the map shows us that the long chain , which extends from 
the Grimsel to the Diablerets, is guarded, as it were, by 
outposts towards the north and south. The southern outpost, 
separated from the principal chain by the Aletsch and LOt- 
sdien Glaciers, is the Nesthom chain, which commences with 
the huge Aletschhom, and in the Nesthom and Bietschhom 
attains an altitude entitling it to rank among the giants of the 
Alps. 'I'owards the nortli the nuiin ^roup is guarded by two 
outposts. The hist is the Schreckhorn chain, separated from 
the Finstcraarhom mass by the Fiosteraar and Lower Grin- 
delwald Glaciers,- and itself possessing another outpost in the 
WetterhOmtt, between which and the Schreckhoni ch^in the 
Lauteraar and the Upper Grindelwald Glaciers are imbedded. 
The second northern outpo.st is tlic chain which attains its 
greatest elevation in the Gspaltenhom . the Blundisalp and 
the Doldenhorn, all of them 8e{)arated from the principal 
chain by the magnificent Tschingel Glacier. 

These three mountains vie with those of the main group, 
both in altitude and the picturesque configuration peculiar to 
the Bernese Alps. On the south side tlieir precipitous and 
al)rui)t walls of rock, rising from the Tschingel Glacier, dis- 
play no great variety, but on the north side each of them is 
distinguished by a characteristic beauty of form. On the 
eastern wing of this advanced line rises the Gspaltenhorn, a 
jagged ridge, as its name indicates, in which the file of time 
has produced sharp indentations [Spalten). The highest 
peak of the Gspaltenhorn measures 11,268 Eng. ft. The 
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central mountain of the three is the Bhimiisalp, distinguished 
by the rare beauty of its form, unfolding from a group of 
peaks, her rich glacier-robe; in the Blamlisalphom « the 
highest of these, this advanced chain attains its greatest alti« 
tude (12,051 ft.). On the western wing rises the Doldenhom 
(11,975 ft.), connected with the Bliiiulisalp by means of the 
less important Freundhorn (11, 1 14 ft.j. 

At the present day when an acquaintance with the nature 
of glaciers, and with it a zest for surmounting heights hitherto 
oonsidOTed inaccessible, have advanced with such rapid strides, 
it is difficult to comprehend why these beautiful summits, 
situated in such proximity to the ukhabited world, have, uiiui 
very recently, been trodden by no human foot. The Gspal- 
tenhom may indeed still boast of its virginity. The BlClm- 
lisalphom was surmounted for the first time in the summ^ 
of 1860 by one the most expert and aspiring member^ of the 
Alpine club, Mr. Lbslte Stephen, attended by Mzlchiob 
Andekegg of Meiringen and Fritz Ogi of Kandersteg. The 
central peak of the Bliimlisalp, the Weisse Frau (12,021 ft.), 
and the Doldeuhoru were first vanquished by the actors in 
the scenes attempted to be described in the following pages. 



Diyiiizeo by Google 



DOLDENHORN. 



Digitizec uy google 





Digitized by Googk-^ 



t 



Ascent of the Idttle Horn. 

The most interesting aspects of the Doldcnhorn are to- 
wards the north and north-west. From the ])rincipal points 
of view in Bern its north side is seen immediately to tiie west 
of the Niesen, rising in a slender white peak from its broad 
snowy shoulders. From Kanderst^ at its base it is observed 
tn two different, but equally striking aspects: at the entrance 
to the valley it appears with much greater distinctness than 
from Bern, divided* into the Great and Little Horn, and from 
thp halcony at the back of the "Hotel Victoria" ass tlie Great 
Horn alone, sharply defined a<t a snowy needle against the 
blue sky. As the latter measures 1 1,975 ft., as already ob- 
served, and the valley of Kandersteg not more ihan 3840 ft., 
the mountain displays from its base to its summit the im])osini; 
elevation of upwards of 8000 it. To the north , snow and 
glacier slope witli almost fearful rapidity and savage abrupt- 
ness upwards of 6400 ft. down to the Oeschinensee. The 
snow pyramid inclining to the north-west, i. e. towards Kan- 
dersteg, rests on a broad and lofty pedestal of rock ; its slope 

* 6ee i'lalc Nu. t, The Dulilenhurn Groii]», as seen Irom Kaudersleg. 
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is somewlial more gradual than that tow&rds the north , but 
still sufticiently precipitous, and rendered extremely difficult 
of access by a succession of parallel chasms and glacier-cre- 
vasses which horizontally intersect the snowy incline, This 
circumstance frequently renders the north-western slope of 
the mountain a very hazardous locality, which until very 
recently was entirely siiunned . and deemed quite as impracti- 
cable as the altogether inaccessible northern side. Wlien, 
therefore, Messrs. Edmund v. FEU.ENBERn of Bern, Philip 
GossET of Bern, and John St. Boalt of Ohio commenced 
pieparations for the subjugation of the mountain, they shrunk 
before its formidable aspect quite as much as others had 
before them . w ho viewed tlic Doldenhoru with similar inten- 
tions. Tl»ese young men , however, were not so easily daunt- 
ed, but hoped by skilful management to avoid the chasms, 
and .to attain the Great Horn from the vicinity of the Little 
Horn; but the latter must first be reached by tiltversing 
the Fisistock. 

We must, however, not anticipate, but give an account 
of the ( xpedition with due elironolo^icnl exactitude. 

In the beautiful montli of May, in 1802, the Alps glistened 
most attractively down to their very bases. Where dense mas- 
ses of snow usually lie at this season, now sprang fragrant 
herbs, and the familiar tinkling of the cattle bells was re-echoed 
by I'ocks. which generally during two months longer resound 
with the crnaking of the mountain birds. On one of these 
beautiful spring days the three above-named friends sat iu a 
shady arbour at Bern ; a bottle of generous old wine awakened 
pleasant recollections of former exploits, and created a burning 
thirst for action. Fellenbero and Gosset, though still young 
in years, were already tried glacier pioneers ; the former had. 
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in Uio early part of^lic same month. ac( om])lishe<l liie ascent 
of the Altels. The American, being on a visit to Switzerland, 
longed with a spirit of enterprise characteristic of his nation 
forthwith to attack one of these majestic eminences. Which 
to attempt was now the eagerly discussed question , and as the 
two Swiss were ambitions of the honour of achieving the con- 
qncst of a virgin peak, the deliberation terminated in the 
selection of the Doldcnhorn. 

The morning of the 27th of May found the three friends 
en route for the Frutigen Valley, duly equipped for a moun^ 
tain expedition. -When, however, the. eye glanced from the 
animated group of travellers to the mists which hovered over 
the heights, and were finally converted into a pouring rain, 
it might well be doubted whether their ardour were not in 
some degree damped. But the spirits of yonth are not so easily 
quenched; our wayfarers laughed at the rain which came 
down in torrents till fVutigen was reached , and thence pene- 
trated the dense wintry fog to Kandersteg. where they sought 
to drown their misgivings in stiff grog by the fire- side. The 
following dn\ jjroved unf'aNonrahle for the contemplated ast ent, 
but the night cleared up so promisingly that half an hour after 
* midnight, on the morning of the 29tb. the party set out. 

Their path lay at first along the Gemmi route; at the 
saw-mill the Kander was crossed, and the dense wood , which 
clothes the lower slopes of the Fisistock, entered. In this 
pitdiy darknesii a lantern proved of the greatest service. A 
good hour's walk from the bottom of the valley brought tliem 
to a bifurcation of the path; that to the left leading to the 
Alp Bybeig, that to the right to the still more elevated Fisi- 
alp* Of the guides Christen IjAUBnes and Johann Bischof 
of Lauterhrunnen and Christen Oct of Kandersteg • none 
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were acqiininted with the projected roiife. and the decision 
with regard to the path to be selected was left to the Kander- 
at^ guide, as being most likely to form a correct judgment of 
the locality. He accordingly decided in favour of the path to 
the right, by following which advice the party, as it after- 
wards appeared, got on an entirely wrong track. 

At daybreak the green terrnct^ of the Fisialp , situaietl 
above the tree-zone, was attained, and immediately in iruut of 
the wanderers rose the partially snow-clad precipices of the 
Fisistock. The Alp was traversed diagonally, and the mountain 
ascended some 200 ft., when the path, suddenly turning a 
comer, disclosed a narrow, snowy gorge . dividing the moun- 
tain into two equal portions. At a considerable elevation, tlie 
bottom of this valley wa^i attained, and after an ascent in it of 
one hour and a half, the first golden rays of the sun illumined 
the surrounding rocks. At 6 o'clock the ridge at the upper 
extremity of the ravine, connecting the two portions of the 
Fisistock, WM attained, and here the travellers were greeted 
by tlic summit of the Little Doldenhorn. 1 ai below to the 
right lay the Gastcrnthal , from which rose the huge Ijlaim- 
hom, extending its crest far above the spectators. 

From this ridge the party again ascended the Fisistock ' 
for half an hour, and traversing a shelving snow-field reached 

■ 

a snow-dad basin, which extends between the Fisistock and 

the Little Doldenhorn in so level a surface that they gave it 
the name of the "ball-room*', and which lower down sends a 
flat glacier into the Gasternthal, whilst to the north it is 
bounded by a low ridge whose farther side descends in abrupt 
precipices. The flat glacier was crossed in the direction of this 
ridge, from the summit of which it was })roposed that the 
entire locality should be reconnoitred. 
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The result, however, was by no means a favourable one. 
The survey was made, and the party at once perceived that 
they had been muled. Whilst they had hoped to attain fmm 
this point the glaciers which descend towards the north-west 
from the summit of the Great Doldenhorn, and to traverse the 
already-mentioned chasms and crevasses , the absolute impos- 
sibility of the scheme became apparent; not a sing^lc practicable 
means of communication offered. The disappointed moun- 
taineers were therefore compelled to retrace their steps to the 
flat glacier, and traversing this, to steer their course tovrards 
the little Doldenhorn. Thence possibly some means of attain- 
ing the Great Horn might be discovered. 

The Little Doldeiiiiuni . whose summit lies 11.453 ft. 
above the level of the sea, as seen from the Hat glacier . pre- 
sents the appearance of a lofty wall of rock, 1600 — 2000 ft. 
in height, rising boldly from the midst of glaciers, and only 
here and there intersected by snow-furrows. FVom the dice- 
like shoulders of this rock rises the slender snow-pyramid of 
the extreme summit. Could the precipice once be surmounted, 
the ascent of the peak would evidently present no great diffi- 
culty . 

This bare wall, however, presented a task of the most 
arduous nature. Proceeding from the glacier, the party tra- 
versed the chasm, abundantly vaulted over with snow, and 
which probably at a later period in the season is not unat- 
tended with daui^er. The ])recipice was then mounted by means 
of the snow-furrows . whicli were occasionally interrupted by 
scattered masses of rock. The abruptness of the acclivity ge- 
nerally rendered auything but a zig-zag direction impracticable. 
To prevent the possibility of any casualty the party took the 
precaution of attaching themselves tc^ether by means of the 
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rope. Here and there the snow was qtiitted for the hare rock, 
whenever this seemed more accessible, and after scrambling 
upwards on all fours for a time, the furrows would again prove 
serviceable. When these at last became unavailable, it was 
found necessary to have recourse to steps hewn by the hatchet, 
and after a final clambering over the rock , the verge of the 
preci])ice was attained. This extremely arduous undertaking 
was accomplished in a comparatively short space of time, as 
the party had steadily and unremittingly kept their object in 
view. 

About 10 o'clock the last angle of this refractory rock 
was surmounted, and the glistening snow-crest rose immedia^" 

tely before the a^Lonished and delisfhted gaze of the party. 
Towards the north lay the Oeschinensee, encircled with its 
mountains, and far beyond stretched the luxuriant and genial 
plains. Here the baggage was deposited, a hard-earned siesta 
indulged in , and the guide Lauener meanwhile despatched 
to reconnoitre the snowy ridge which extended upwards from 
the verge of the surmounted precipice towards the crest of 
tlie Horn. 

Eager to attain the summit , whic li now lay so near , the 
remainder of the party soon followed^ selecting the aide of the 
ridge which presented the least precipitous slope. Even this 
proved sufficiently arduous, and the difficulty of the ascent 
was greatly increased by the liard coating: of slippery ice by 
which the granulated snow was covered. During three quarters 
of an hour recourse was had to steps hewn by the hatchet. 
Gradually the pyramid decreased, the prospect unfolded itself 
on all sides, and a stupendous expanse lay at the feet of the 
spectators. Exultingly beat the hearts of the adventurers, when 
at a quarter pu»t 1 1 o'clock they gained the extreme summit, 
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a snowy ridge» 20 ft. in length and 2 — 5 ft, in breadth , ex- 
tending from east to west, and commanding a magnificent and 
boundless prospect 

But alflsf what was this equally mcognificent and slill more 

lofly snowy pyramid, glistening in the smi towards the south 
east, in their immediate vicinity? It is the (ireat Doldenhoru, 
separated from the Little Horn by a yawuing abyss which no 
human foot can traverse. ''Mein Gott ! ** exclaims old Lauekbb« 
*no chamois could get^acrossT 

The object of the party was thus defeated , inasmuch ns 
the Great Doldenhoru vva:> their intended i^oal, winch in this 
direction wa** manifestly inaccessible. Had our lusty adven- 
turers merely desired to vanquish a virgin peak, and a remark- 
ably beautiful one too. their object was attained; for this 
mountain had hitherto been untrodden by human foot. . Its 
11,453 ft. place it on a par with the Sustenhorn, the Silber- 
horn, and other mountains of very respectable altitude, llejoice 
then, ye pioneers, for you may rca.soiiably be prond of your 
feat ! BiscHOF, out with one of your genuine Swiss songs ! And 
thou, red and white flag, flutter to proclaim the triumph to 
the four winds of heaven! This was Asoension-day ; a fitting 
spot for the celebration of that holy event ! 

But the accomplishment of a daring feat was not the sole 
ground for exultation ; the party were ricldy rewarded by the 
noble prospect before them. Particularly imposing was the 
proud pyramid of the Great Doldenhoru , rising in the imme- 
diate vicinity; then the Blilmlisalp, and between these the 
grand chain which proceeds fiom the Tschingel to find its 
culminating points in the Jungfrau and Eiger. * 



* See Plate No. 3, Paiuwama of the Little l>oldenhoni. 
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After the riag Ijad been unfurled, and the usual libation 
of several bottles solemnly performed, the party began to think 
of the descent. The feet were becoming benumbed in the 
snow, and the son of Ohio, unaccustomed to such lofty regions, 
began to feel somewhat dizzy and nervous. At 12 o'clock, 
therefore, the retreat was sounded. 

The descent of the snowy cone was accomplished rapidly 
and merrily, as the surface had become so soft as to render 
the hewn steps unnecessary. At the verge of the rocky wall a 
frugal dinner was partaken of, the baggage strapped on , and 
the descent of the precipice, which had been surmounted with 
so much difficulty, commenced. Thi8 turiied out to be a more 
arduou.s niideitakiiii^ tlian the first. The limestone rocks liad 
become wet and slippery from the melting of the snow, so 
that the utmost caution was necessary to avoid accidents. Let 
the reader bear in mind that a single false step might have 
occasioned a somerset of some 1500 — ^2000 ft.! If the party 
sought to escape this danger by following the snow furrows, 
they fre(|nently found that it was "out of the fryiii£j-pan into 
the fire ; lor the softening snow would occasionally threaten 
to engulph them in a most uncomfortable manner. Moreover 
the extreme declivity of these furrows sometimes set large 
masses of snow in motion under the feet of the travellers, 
causing tlie whole party to glide downwards in avalanche 
fashion. Nor were real aval.Uiclies wanting; they would bUnvly 
and in solid masses begin by gliding down the furrows, and 
finally precipitate themselves on the glacier in the form of 
clouds of dust. More than once, too, stones deprived of their 
support were hurled past the heads of the clamberers. In this 
far from enjoyable predicament, every precaution was most 
sedulously adopted , and to a rigid observance of this Line of 
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conduct alone was the party iodebted for their safe arrival at 
the foot of the treacherous precipice. 

At the base of tiie rock, the softened state of the snow 
on the glacier again presented considerable difficulties, which 
however were overcome without mishap. The party had by 
this time become heartily tired of wading through the snow, 
and gladly adopted Oct's suggestion to abandon the iormer 
route which continued to traverse fields of snow, and to diverge 
to the left towards the Gastemthal, where they hoped more 
speedily to gain a firm footing on rock and pasture. After 
crossing the precipitous lateral moraine of the flat glacier, 
which declines towards the south , and sliding down the last 
snow-fields, the party descended slopes covered with fragments 
of rock and rubbish for hours, from terrace to terrace , skirt- 
ing the southern side of the Fisistock. 

When they had attained the region where vegetation be- 
gins to unfold its green mantle, one of the travellers, in pass- 
ing, c auiiously peeped over the brink of a perpendicular wall 
of rock — 

''Hush 

"What is it?" 
"Hush! Hushr 

This admonition, coupled with an. air of astonishment 

and delight , attracted the remainder of the party on tiptoe to 
the spot, where each prostrated himself and eagerly protruded 
his head over the verge of tlie precipice. There, at the very 
feet of the spectators, scarce 150 ft. below them, lay a troop 
of four chamois, on the grass , calmly reposing in the shade. 
The graceful animals seemed to have no presentiment that 
treacherous man was so near. Gradually, however, they must 
have scented the danger ; one by one they rose, stretched their 
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necks, sniffed the air in all directions and wagged their short 
tails; then, still sniliiDg, they deschbed short circuits in a 
canter ~ — ** Juaho !^ suddenly burs^ from the guide Bischof 
in a shrill and piercing tone, and like lightning the four- 
footed company disappeared over the rocks. 

At 1 o'clock the party gained a nigged Alp, wliei e amidst 
rocks and rotting stumps a small number of cows and goats 
were grazing. Precipitous rocks and rubbish*covered slopes 
were again traversed, and at 5 o'clock the flowery carpet of 
the Qastemthal attained. As the evening began to close in, 
our travellers arrived *at the "Bear Hotel** at Eggenschwand. 
and, after some slight refreshment, proceeded to their night- 
quarters, tlie "Hotel Victoria", which they regained at night' 
fall, 19Va hrs. from the time when they had quitted it. 

The people of the inn had repeatedly in the course of the 
day looked eagerly in the diiectiou of the Great Boldenhom 
(the Little Horn is not visible from the hotel), and failing to 
discover any synij)toni of a successful ascent, concluded that 
the expedition was a failure. On the following morning, how- 
ever, with the aid of a telescope, tlie summit of the Little 
Horn was distinctly visible from a different point of view, and 
proudly fluttering on its snowy crest waved the familiar red 
flag with its white cross But adjoining it rose the stupendous 
Great Doldenliorn, still unconquered, and virginlike repelling 
all approach. And yet thou too, cold beauty, must succumb I 
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Ascent of the Great Horn. 

A few days after the above -described expediti(»n the 
Aiitlior sat at his desk, ruminating over a Icadinj^ article for 
his journal, when a knock was heard at the door. 

''Good morning, doctx>r!" 

**Good morning! With whom have I the honour?** 
"Fellenberg.* 

"Ah! welcome, young comrade of the glaciers. You have 
soon got down from the Altels." 
"From the Doldenhorn too.'* 

At these words our editorial brow contracted gloomily; 
the young men with the somewhat blistered face, however, 
continued good>humouredly: 

"To confess the truth, it is only the Little Horn I have 
vanquished; but I have still an eye to the Great, and 
should perhaps have accomplished it but for the vexatious, 
nuny weather. And now I wished to ask you to do me 
the favour not to make any mention of the attempt 
recently made, in case it should have come to your know- 
ledge from some other source, until the grand uudertakinj^ 
has succeeded." 

"I shall most wiUiagly comply with your wish. Hut 
really, young man, I ought to be extremely angry with 
you/ 

"And why?" 

"^For robbing me of a most pleasant dream I have been 
indulging in tlie nliole winter." 

''So you fondly hoped to be the first to accomplish tliis 
ascent?** 

2 
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"Precisely." 

"^Why, then 111 tell you what! Suppose we go together/ 
^ "Can you wait three weeks?** 
"Certainly,** 

"Bravo! young man: that I call a Uuc Christian deed. 
Done! 'And arm in arm we'll blithely go', as the poet hath it.** 
"Done!** 

The rainy weather lasted till the fourth week in June. 
The party of the 29th of May was dispersed; Fbli^enhero 
alone was prepared for another similar exploit, hut was this 

time, according to agreement, to be joined by the Author. On 
the first fine day we set out, and as on the former occasion were 
doomed to spend a few days of unsettled weatlier at Kauder- 
steg, previous to the commencement of the undertaking. 

During this period of inactivity, occasional glimpses of 
sun^ine enabled us, with the assistance of our telescopes, 
to reconnoitre the contemplated route, and to gain some pre- 
liminary information. The inspection of the entire region troni 
the Little Horn on the 2yth of Mav had rendered it obvious 
that the Qreat Horn could only be attained by traversing the 
wide chasms and crevasses already mentioned. The greater 
portion of this route may be surveyed from the point whence 
our sketch was taken. The pedestal is formed by the forests 
of the Fisistock ; beyond the n})])er limits of tliese tlie Alp 
Byberg is situated in a bai>iu; then a lofty rocky platform, 
declining precipitously towards the spectator, wltich extends 
from the upper base of the Fisistock to the Oeschinensee. From 
this platform a lock-strewn slope ascends to a second tenaoe, 
on which, to the right, reposes one base of the Dolden Glacier, 
to the left rises a group of rocks, resembling a biisaltic forma- 
tion, with the so-called ' ^pitzstein." From this last terrace 
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the route divefges to the right towards the glacier, and proceeds 
in a straight direction towards the great chasms. To facilitate 
the ])assage of these. Fellenbbro had caused a glacier-ladder, 

22 ft. in length, to be constructed, consistinp: of the stem oi 
a young pine, cut to the ])roper sliape, and furnished with 
14 steps. Between the second and third cliasm commences the 
region of avalanches, which are precipitated from the north- 
eastern snowy slope of the Little Horn into this domain of 
crevasses, and numerous recent traces of which could be de- 
tected with the aid of the telescope. Beyond the highest chasm, 
the snowy slope iit.es precipitously, but in a compact mass, 
and therefore unattended with danger, as far as the snow- 
ridge which connects the two horns, whence \vith similar com- 
pactness rises the highest snow-pyramid. 

The double danger of the passage of the great chasms, 
and the exposure to avalandies, leads us to the oonyiction that 
the Cjieat Doldenhorn is apcesjsiblc only under a peculiar com- 
bination of circumstances . which in all probability doe^ not 
occur every year. For, if the winter and spring have left a 
scanty sprinkling of snow on the mountain, either the chasms 
axe too wide to be crossed, even with the -aid of ladders, or the 
snow-bridges are so frail as to preclude the possibility of a safe 
transit. If, on tlie other hand, sufficient snow has fallen to 
render the snow-bridges substantial, the mountaineer is exposed 
to considerable danger from the shelving masses of snow on 
the Little Horn, which become loosened by the heat of the 
sun. For our successful passage between this ScyOa and Cha- . 
rybdis we were indebted to the following circumstances. A 
considerable quantity of spring snow lay on the jj,iuund; a 
shgiit shower of rain bad fallen on the day previous to the 

ascent; the following night was cold, in consequence of which 

2* 
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the surface of the snow softened by the rain became frozen, 
and thus gained the firmness requisite to render the bridges 
trustworthy, and at the same time check the avalanches. 

Those who may be disposed to undertake this expedition 

are taiiLioiied to jiay strict attention to the following circuni- 
stances; otherwii>ti we cannot vouch for the success of the 
enterprise. 

During several days, when an alternation of fog, rain, 
newly-fallen snow, and repeated avalanches from the Little 
Horn condemned us to inaction , we not only found sufficient 

leisure to make a careful inspection of the mountain, as far as 
was possible from the valley, but at the same lime held a care- 
ful muster of our guides. Each traveller had brought his own. 
Fellenberg had engaged the services of Christen Laubnbb 
and JoBANK BiscHOP of Lauterbrunnen, who had accompanied 
him in the ascent of May 29th , and in a former attempt to 
ascend the Weissc 1 ran. Lalemiii \va^ a discreet old man, 
whose caution occasionally bordered on timidity; up to the 
last moment he evinced a most profound awe of the (ireat 
Horn, so as almost to infect the other guides with his ap- 
prehensions, and on the night before the undertaking even 
proposed to exchange it for the Blflmlisalp. Bischof , on the 
contrary, was an audacious tailor , whose courage frequently 
verged on foolhardiness, and at the same time a droll fellow, 
with an unlimited supply of songs and grimaces at iiis commuud, 
with which he never failed to divert us whenever occasion 
demanded. The Author was attended by his experienced guide 
Kaspar Blatter of Meiringen, a practised chamois-hunter, who 
had accompanied him in several previous exploits of a similar 
nuturc. This num iiui^lit lie tLimed a hayipy medium between 
Lal'ener and Biscuof ; he possessed a most admirable combiu- 
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ataon of courage and caution, and was considered unrivalled in his 

ncqnaintance with the glaciers and the various ways in which 
tliey ure affected by the weather. In addition to Rlattfr, the 
Author had engai^ed the services of Gilgian Keiche:^ of Kaii- 
dersteg. a remarkably intelligent man , and well acquainted 
with his native mountains. It may not here be out of place to 
mention a feat performed by this guide , which we learned 
from a credible source. One day he had shot a chamois on 
the ridiie of a shelving precipice, op])osite to Bundrrbacli. and 
the animal had with several bounds been precipitated into a 
gorge, not accessible from the valley. Under these circum- 
stances he had no choice but to scramble down the precipice 
at the risk of breaking his neck , or to leave his prey to the 
eagles. In such a dilemma a determined Alpine huntsman does 
not long hesitate ; he will rather risk his life than r(?liiiquish 
his booty. Keichen accordingly, with the utmost (titticultv 
scrambled down the frightful abyss, several hundred feet in 
depth, and reached the chamois in safety. But how regain the 
height? For this emergency, however, he was prepared. He 
had furnished himself with a rope, to one end of which he 
secured the chamois, taking the other between his teeth. He 
then ])roceeded to clamber up the prt^cipice to the full extent 
of the rope, when he would halt , select some rocky ledge to 
which to draw up his prey, deposit it there, and then resume 
his pmlous ascent, adopting the same expedient. Thus, stage 
by stage, our huntsman regained the summit, in constant 
danger of being himself precipitated into the abyss and becom- 
ing a prey to tlie eagles. 

Thciie four attendants would have amply sufficed . and 
we had no intention of increasing our number. Chkisten 
Ogi, however, was grievously disappointed, on learning that 
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his services were considered superfluous. He had accom- 
panied the travellers of May 29 th, and constructed the lad- • 

der employed on that occasion ; he therefore feared that the 
other villagers would consider it an everlasting disgrace, if 
he should not be permitted to participate in the grand enter- 
prise. The guide Laueneb, too, had brought his son Pstbr 
with him. thinking he might he of some service; and the 
latter hung his head sorrowfully, on hearing his discharge 
spoken of. In consideration, however, of the ladder, the 
Swiss flag, 8 ft. square, attached to a somewhat substantial 
statt. and the IfiO ft. of rope, the weight of which would 
necesntate a frequent change of porters, and feeling, more- 
over, considerable sympathy for the feelings of the aspirants, 
we decided eventually in fiivour of permitting Ooi and Peter 
to accompany us. 

On the altuniooii of Sunday, June 29 tli, tlie weather 
being still soujcwhat unpropitious , we found time hang ratlier 
heavy on our hands, and towards evening proposed a walk to 
the parsonage of the village. Its worthy inmate, himself not 
unaccustomed to such expeditions, evinced a lively interest in 
our scheme ; and those who are acquainted with the hospita- 
lity of the Swiss clergy will not be surjjrised that we were 
here entertaiutul with music, conversation, and sundry beve- 
rages, till a late hour in the night. During this period we 
made the welcome discovery that the barometer was decidedly 
rising, and on. going into the open air we were greeted by 
groups of stars, glittering brilliantly from amidst the dis- 
persing clouds. 

"Pbllenheko, this is Doidenhorn weather. To-night or 
never !** 

'*To-night or never ! So be it."* 
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The guides concurred in our opinion. They had come a 
considerable portion of the way to meet us, and oommnnicate 
the joyful tidings, and when from the highest point of the 

{)atli ascoiiduii^ iVoni Mittliolz to Kandcrsteg they heard our 
approaching voices, they saluted us with the most boisterous 
shouts and the Vodler" or cattle-call, which produces so 
pleasing an effect among the mountains. The expedition was 
determined on; the same night we must start. Although 
after 10 o*clock when we reached Kandersteg» we at once 
eommenced the necessary preparations, which occupied ahout 
an hour. The liour from 11 to 12 was destined for repose, 
but though we retired to bed for form s sake , not one of us 
could dose an eye from excitement. At midnight we rose, 
packed, Inreakfasted, and by 1 o'clock were ready to start, 
with the exception of Rbicbbn, who had somewhat inconsi- 
derately gone home to busy himself with the preparation 
of breakfast. Thus a ])reciou.s iiuiu N\as lost, durinsr \\liich 
the remainder of the party fumed in a state of irauUc im- 
patience. 

At length at 2 o'clock we started. The route again lay 
along the wooded slopes of the Fisistock, and the rugged 
wooden causeway was again illumined by the feeble light of 
a lantern. Where, liowtvcr, the party oi' May 211 tli. liad 
diverged to the right towards the Fisialp, we selected tlie 
path to the left, and in an hour reached the liyberg, a beau- 
tiful Alpine pasture encircled with forest. In the chalet 
lustily snored the herdsman and his family, and around it 
were stretched the drowsy cattle, a few of which laxiiy stretch- 
ed their necks at the sight of the unwonted apparition. To 
the rif!;ht rose the rocky walls of the Fisist(n k in rigid and 
gloomy barrenness, and the cold, spectral glaciers of the Dol- 
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denhorn presented anything but a cheerful aspect. The stars 
now began to pale, and faint streaks of dawn illamined 
the sky. 

After a few moments of repose, we proceeded to the 
.slo]ics of the lolly terrace which rises from the Hyberg, and 
our route theu lay in a tolerably straight direction, over 
Sticks and stones, tangled thickets and fem-fields, ascending 
rapidly at about the same angle as the terrace forms with the 
Fisistock. During this arduous ascent, which afforded such 
ample occupation for the lungs of the whole party that scarce- 
ly a single word was interchanged, it was impossible to hel|) 
admiring the skill and perseverance of those who carried the 
ponderous ladder on their shoulders. The rustling of the 
bushes, the crackling of the broken ferns, and the occasional 
rolling of stones loosened by the feet were the sole sounds 
which broke the stillnes of the early morning. 

^\'ith threat rapidity, about 4 o'clock, tliis stage was 
accomplished, and the platform readied; tlie march, however, 
suffered no interruption, and now led over a wild, shelving 
surface, strewn with fragments of rock and heaps of loose 
stones which greatly impeded our progress. Meanwhile brood 
daylight had diffused itself oyer the imposing mountain scene. 
After having proceeded another quarter of an hour in the 
dirt'ction of the ^SpitzsteiiT, a brilliant a])])arition suddenly 
arrested the steps of the caravan. Inuiiediately above the 
summit of the sharply-defined ridge of the Great Doldenhom 
gleamed a golden point, which most of the 'party at first 
believed to be the gloriously setting Venus. A few moments 
careful observation, however, convinced us that it was 
iiutliiiig other than the extremity of the Horn itself, bathed 
like a gilded pinnacle in the morning sun. This magnifi- 
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cent and aii.s[)ic'ious spectacle electrified the entire column, 
and with redoubled buoyancy of spirits we hastened towards 
our goal. 

At a quarter before 5 o'clock we halted at the foot of the 
Spitzst^n to unpack our campaigner's breakfast. This mass 

of rock and its uncouth neighbours , which at a distance [tre- 
sent the appearance of a basaltic group, now proved to be 
composed of weathered limestone, evidently doomed like their 
predecessors to find a watery grave in the Oeschinensee. 
Before us rose majestically the two peaks of the Dold^hom, 
to the east appeared the imposing Blflmfisalphom, flanked by 
ihe Hothhorn and Oeschinenhorn ; and the pinnacles of the 
I'lsistock . the Grosslohncr, and the entire cliain as far as the 
Niesen glowed in the brilliant morning sun. But the terrace 
of the Spitzstein Mras not yet surmounted; here a long moraine 
occasioned us considerable fatigue, the chaos of stones became 
wilder at every step. During the ascent we approached the 
brink of the slope which supports the moraine, and here 
shelves precipitously towards the Oe^icllinensee. The greenisli 
blue waters of this Mttle lake already lay several thousand feet 
below us; its situation in a profound basin , enclosed on the 
north side by the huge and rugged glacier- slope which 
abrupdy descends firom the Great Doldenhom to the depth 
of 6000 ft., bordered on the awful. Not less imposing, rose 
from the lake the nearly perpcudicuku ljiuuilisalj)horn , with 
its equally rich coating of snow, and raising its crest a few 
feet higher than our present goal. Adjacent to it, the 
Oescfaineu Alps, from the lake as far as the Oeschinengrat, 
lay extended before us. This magnificent and extensive pro- 
spect, the gradual transition of the moraine to hard snow, 
the glacier air whicli descended from the heights — all pro- 
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claimed that we were approacbiug the sanctuary, as yet pro- 
faned by no human foot. 

At ten minutes before 7 o'clock we had gained the second 
terrace, opposite to the beautiful white cones of the Great as 

well as tlie Little Doldenhorn. The sun was now reflected 
so glaiiiii^Iy from these gli!>teiiing walls , that the eyes were 
fain to seek refuge behind the veils. Twenty minutes more, 
and we stood on the verge of the glacier. 

Now began the serious portion of the enterprise. For 
several hours the utmost caution combined with courage 
became absolutely necessary. Fully aware of the grim 
chaiac tcr of tlie ciieiny wo were aboul to attack, we instituted 
our defensive operations in a manner worthy of experienced 
generals. As skirmishers » Bischof and Keichen, each in a 
certain direction, preceded us. At a suitable distance, the 
main body of the army, consisting of ourselves and the two 
guides Blatter and Laubmsr bound together by the rope, 
followed, Oci and Teter Laukneu with the hiddcr and Ha^, 
constituted the rear-j^uard. Allowiiii,' our funcics to roaui, 
we thought we could detect the Wildstrubel . w liidi with its 
cumbrous glacier crown peered over the Fisistock at us, 
deriding our prudential measures; but they were by no 
means out of place. For, a few minutes later, the glacier 
a.ssuined such an aspect tliat the niaiii body was com])ellcd 
to halt, uud despatch the skirmishers to a 8tiil greater distance 
to reconnoitre the ground. To the right, where the slope of 
the glacier was more gradual, yawned a vast chasm, which, 
though thickly vaulted over with snow, exhibited sundry 
frightful fissures, proclaiming the unwelcome fact that the 
snow- bridges were by no means very substantial. The entire 
party testitied a moat prolouud respect for these crevasses, 
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and would have preferred to ascend in n <;traight direction, 
in spite of the greater predpitousness. Before us rose from 
the abrupt glader-shelf a small ridge of rock, which, though 
presenting some difficulty, seemed snrmonn table; what lay 
above and beliiud this, it was the object of the advanced 
guard to discover. 

The reposing main column anxiously observed their pro- 
ceedings, and the labour evidently requisite for the ascent, 
gave a foretaste of what we had to expect. The result of the 
reconnoitre was that both routes, that over the rock and the 
other over the chasm, converged farther on. Our awe of the 
latter induced ns at once to diiect our cuurse towards the 
ridge. In ascending, the explorers had disturbed the snow 
in many places , so that the remainder of the party found the 
difficulty of the task considerably increased. The ridge was 
occasionally so precipitous and slippery, that according to the 
advice of one of the guides the direction was c hanged, and 
now lay along the .base of an almost ])er])eiulicular wall, 
30 ft. in height. Here for the first time the ladder was 
employed, and placed against the rock. Our outposts had 
returned to this point, and inserting the rope between the 
two last vteps of the ladder, supported it dangling in the air. 
At the foot of the rock stood Blatter and Lauener, pre- 
pared for any emergency. After we had performed the 
ascent in safety, the guides followed, and this mancpuvre, 
which now brought us to better ground, was thus completed. 
To this ridge or ^^Fluh" we haven given the appellation of 
*'Xieiterfldhli***, or the ladder-ridge. 

It was now a quarter before 8, and the somewhat 

* S«e Plate No. 2, The LeiterflabU. 
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fatiguing scramble rendered some slight refreshment desi- 
rable. At 8 o'clock, however, the ascent was resumed, and 
the entire party now waded through the snow, attached to 
the same rope. This precaution was adopted to prerent any 

casualty, in case of one of the party falling into some hidden 
chasm. During thi*? stage, the Author observed that his wal- 
king capabilities were considerably impaired ; he became more 
easily fatigued, breathed with difficulty, and was altogether 
in a "shaky^ condition. At the last halt, he had remarked 
that he entirely lost the power of taste. He was ill, and a 
constant internal shiver made it obvious that it was an attack 
of fever. Bi..\tti:r maintained that the indisposition pro- 
ceeded from the beer indulged in. thougli in modest quantity, 
the previous evening, and expressed strong disapprobation 
of a use of this beverage on the eve of such an undertaking 
as ours. Be that as it may, the consequence of this circnm- 
stance was, that the whole party was compelled to proceed 
more slowly, and to rest more frequently than would other- 
wise have been the ca.se. 

Soon after 9 o'clock we stood on the brink of the second 
large chasm, the same into which the avalanches of the Little 
Doldenhom usually tprecipitate themselves irom the right, 
lliis yawning abyss, the walls of which were a considerable 
distance apart, intersected tlic entire breadtli of the glacier. 
To the left it opened on the precipice of the northern side of 
the mountain , whilst the extremity to the right was formed 
by the base of the Little Doldenhom. The &rther side of the 
chasm was more elevated than that on which we stood. For 
a while we gazed in admiration at the magnificent aeure , but 
at the same time desperately smooth and forbidding walls of 
ice. Our ladder was of insufficient length to bpau the entire 
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breadth of this gulf, but was thrown across to a snow-clad 
ridge of ice, which rose in the centre, running parallel with 
the ddea, and resembling a tongae protruding from the jaws 
of some monster. Blatter and Bischof had with Fbllen- 

BERO accomplished the passage in safety, and were crawlin» 
along the giddy pinnacle towards a spot whence the opposito 
side appeared more accessible, when un auniiatcd discussion 
arose among the guides. Lauenbr called out to Blatter and 
BiscHOF that such scrambling was break-neck work , and that 
it would be more prudent to proceed towards the right, to- 
wards the mountain side. 

"Donnerwt Iter I" exclninicd Blatter, "don't you see that 
rnas^ of snow chngiug to the mountain side , which may fall 
at any moment? If we get in its way, we shall be done for 

"^Well**, said Laueker; *then we had better turn back. 
I never liked the look of this confounded Doldenhom ; and 
I certainly shall not cross this murderous chasm.** As he 
spoke, he again siirveved tlie cold . l)luc abyss, and sliglitly 
shuddered. Tlic scene was indeed one of awful grandeur, and 
it required considerable resolution to retain our composure, 
and banish the thought of the feariiil consequences of a fall 
into these unfathomable depths. 

But we would not hear of entirely abandoning the 
enterprise. We called u])on the guides to decide which route 
was attended with least danger, and llie majority were in 
favour of that which traversed the course of the impending 
avalanche. We had by degrees found that, owing to the 
recent fall of rain, the snow was more compact than we had 
hoped. But for this circumstance , we could not have ven- 
tured to run the risk of crossing the path of this mai^ive, 
overhanging avalanche , which wouki infallibly have prccipi- 
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tated the entire party into the abyss, had it become detached 
at the moment of our transit. The reader may therefore 
ima^ne that this hazardous spot was passed with the utmost 
possible caution and speed. 

We felt vastly relieved, when, at 20 minutes before 
10 o'clock, we had fail ly passed the dreaded gor<ji:o. and 
stood on the upper portion of the <^lacier, the crevasses 
of which presented comparatively little difficulty. The lad- 
der was therefore left behind, in a nook protected against 
alvanaches. 

Now commenced by far the most arduous portion of the 

climbing. The slope of tlic t^lacier was extremely precipitous, 
and at every step we sank up to the kuees in the soft snow. 
An hour and a half of this work was a most severe trijil to 
the Author, whose strength occasionally almost entirely de> 
serted him; but the thought, that he, who had in former 
summers triumphantly surmounted' the Wetterhorn and Fin- 
steraarhorn , should now be ignominiously worsted by the less 
formidable Doldcnhorn. enabled him successfully to contend 
with the fever and exhaustion. 

In addition to the incentives of ambition, the magnifi- 
cence of the scene which began to unfold itself could not 
to stimulate us to iresh exertion. We still continued to skirt 
the base of the Little Doldenhorn , a wall of snow declining 
towards the nortli-cast. A brilliant June sun batlied the 
gianulous snow with the most dazzling, silvery light. We 
now approached the ridge situated between the two peaks of 
the Doldenhorn. both of which , as well as the ridge itself, 
were clothed in a mantle of spotless purity, not even dese- 
crated by a single stone. To the left glittered the not less 
resplendent Blilmlisalphorn, the most commaudiug peak of 
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this mountain region. If, during the intervals of repose, we 
directed our looks towards tiie north, towards the mountaini) 
which enclose the valleys of the Kander and Fratigen, to- 
wards Thun and Bern, we could distinguish but little of these 
districts; yet this was no great subject of regret. It is a well- 
known fact that from such altitudes — we wore now u})\\ :ir(U 
of 10,000 ft. above the sea-level — the prospect of the plain 
ceases to be attractive ; its characteristic forms are no longer 
discernible, and present the a^»ect of a faint, colourless map. 
But in this case a shroud of fog enveloped all the lower 
mountains, and with a remarkable evenness encircled our 
Horn to the heii^ht of 800U ii., frequently varying in its 
fantastic, kaleidoscopic forms. AVe were thus entirely seclu- 
ded from the profane world beneath, and seemed to have been 
exalted to the bohest sanctuary of the creation, where the 
amgel of the everlastmg snow hovers in brilliant splendour 
over his domain, -and bountifully bestows his refreshing springs 
on the world below. The numerous choir of mountains, 
which raised their crests above the mantle, solemnly assisted 
in the celebration of these superterrestrial rites. 

This sublime spectacle became fully revealed, when at 
10 minutes afk»r 10 we attained the snowy ridge between the 
two peaks, which afibrded a view towards the Gastemthal. 
Here too the mist surged in the depths, and from its grey 
billows rose with overpowering majesty the huge Balmhorn, 
which for some moments seemed to rivet our gaze. This 
mountain is of a conical shape , with broad base and lofty 
shoulders, whence the extreme peak rises precipitously, and 
with uniform slope on either side; from the shoulders descend 
huge glaciers of the most varied size and form. The Altels, 
though generally considered more important , leans as humbly 
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against this giant, as Adalgisa on the shoulder of the great 
Druidess. 

And now, ye warriors, strain CTeiy nerve J Now com- 
mences our struggle to reach the very heart of the icy fast- 
ness of the Doldeiihorii. 

More than an lionr was <5pent in wadini; throuj!*h the 
deep snow of the highest pyramid. The Little Horn gra- 
dually decreased, but the Balmhom, as well as the Alps of 
the Valais still towered above us Ux and near ; a vast world 
lay extended at onr feet; at the same time, however, the 
mists beneath ns presented a somewhat troubled aspect, whkili 
stimulated us to the utmost exertion. On. on, ye fortunate, 
else the grey clouds will rise ovor your heads. 

At 5 minutes past 1 1 o'clock our goal was attained , and 
the Great Doldenhom for the first time trodden by human 
feet. The mountain spirit was duly apprised of this fact by 
the most extravagant and heathenish shouts and yells, 
raised hy Fellexberg and the friiides. 'Die Author, tho- 
roughly exhausted, threw himself on the snow, taking care 
howH^ver, like a skilful actor when falling dead on the stage, 
to select a locality whence he could at his ease survey the 
entire scene. Thus, for example, he could almost simul- 
taneously view the two awfully grand precipices visible from 
the summit of the Horn. If a hard-boiled i ltu be cut longi- 
tudinally nito four e(jual and similar parts, and one of tlie 
pieces again transversely divided into two. one of the latter 
portions, placed on one of its three superficies will serve to 
convey an idea to the reader of the shape of the summit of 
the Great Doldenhorn. The angular extremity points towards 
the north-east; one of the vertical surfaces descends to a 
depth ol upwards of 6500 ft. to the Oeschinensee ; the other. 
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less profound but equally precipitous, declines to the southern 
pedestal of the mountain ; whilst the vaulted external surface 
of the section the egg would represent the remaining an<l 
accessible portion of the Horn. 

Oa the siiiiimit of this arched superficies bivouacked tlie 
victoriotis pioneers, after having HiJit carefully ascertniiied 
where tlie snow rested on a sure foundation, and where it 
only formed part of a treacherous avalanche, hovering over 
the abyss. The merry goblet then circulated freely among 
the little band. Meanwhile the huge national flag of Switzer- 
land was unfurled, and its staff planted as securely in the 
snow as the circumstances ])crmitted. As soon as this was 
accomplished, Fellenberg. grasping a corner of the unfurled 
flag with the staff in his left hand, with his right poured a 
libation of the choicest juice of the grape on the mountain crest, 
and solemnly christened it in the name of its conquerors ""The 
Great Doldenhom". The national Swiss hymn : ""Rufst du, 
mein Vaterlaiid", was then enthusiastically struck up witli 
due emphasis, and at the same moment the white cross on its 
red ground fluttered proudly over the snowy abysses. 

This inauguration ceremony produced a profound im- 
pression on the guides, whose emotion was similar to that 
created by some solemn reli^ous rite. The goblet was then 
circulated riglit jovially, aiul did not iail lo elicit an out- 
pouring of songs of the most miscellaoeous description , con- 
vivial, sentimental and patriotic. 

The Author, notwithstanduighis fever, meanwhile revelled 
in the superb spectacle before him. A special characteristic of 
the views from the summits of the Bernese Alps is the com- 
bination of an imposing forc<^round witli the most unbounded 
distant prospect; and this characteristic tiie Great Dolden- 

3 
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horn possesses in au emiueat degree. Tlie misty shroud 
already mentioned moreoTer rendered ozir situation a singu- 
larly peculiar one. The eye roved uninterruptedly down to 
the giddy d^ths of the Oeschinensee, into the abysa towards 
the east , and over the Frenndhom to the glacier walls of the 
bold Hiiimlisalpliorn. This is an icy wilderness, exhibiting 
the most grotesque forms, at which we were never weary of 
gazing. The only material deprivation occasioned by the f<^ 
was the probably impoeing view of the Tschingel Glacier to 
the west, and tiie LOtschengiat; but we were amply indemni- 
fied by the overwhelming majesty of the giants which rose 
from the clouds, — peaks innumerable, and each diflfering 
from the other. Once more appeared the huge Balmhorn 
with the Altels, overtopped in their turn by the not far 
distant Nesthorn and Bietschhorn towards the left, the latter 
of which exceeds 12.800 ft. in height. The most stupendous 
view, however, was that towards the east of the entire domsin 
of the Bernese Alps , the chain leading from the Tschingel- 
horn to the Jungfrau. There rose the Jungfrau herself in ail 
her majesty, at her side the Eiger, like n bold esquire i at 
some distance to the right, the formidable-looking, colossal 
Aletschhom, and still more distant, in the centre of the chain, 
the peak of the Finsteraarhom, towering above all* These 
summits, too. all appeared to float on the surfiice of the ocean 
of mist, iitiiiig however with their distinguishing characteristics 
ma!iy thousand feet above the grey billows, their crests 
flooded with the most brilliant sunshine. 

Beyond the nearer peaks, all was once more veiled in 
fog. To the south and south-west alone emerged anew the 
highest chkin of our quarter of the globe, the Pennine Alps. 
Adjacent to the Mischabel, Monte Rosa now became visible, 
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with its "HSchste Spitze" or highest peak, frequently termed 
the '*Diifoiuspitxe" after the eminent Swiss general of that 
name, the originator of an admirable topographic map of 
Switserland. Next appeared the invincible Matterhom , the 
graceful Weisshorn , the pfigantic Combin , and finally, in a 
direct line above the sn nvv cone of the Altels. Muiit Hlanc. 
We have only mentioned the most important names , but it 
may be added that each of these giants was revealed with the 
most exquisite distinctness; moreover the entire Pennine 
range was obs^ved to differ in a marked degree from the 
frigid pallor of the Bernese mountains in the tender roseate 
hue diffused over its summits by an Italian sun. 

Towards the north a boundless ocean of mist, an emblem 
of eternity, from which occasionally emerged a mountain peak, 
like some rocky islet, again to sink into the profound depths. 
The clouds then commenced to surge tumultously to and fro. 
Such perhaps was the aspect of the chaotic earth, when the 
Creator issued His mighty decree: "Be created!" — then 
vanislicd tlie waters and the mists, from tlic mire rose moun- 
tain and valley, i^om Held and meadow sprang the verdant 
crop, the loftiest mountains donned their glittering glacier- 
garb, whilst the genial sun illumined their crests with im- 
perishable glory. So on this day shone the mightiest of the 
Alps, from the Finsteraarhom to Mont Blanc, in the glory of 
the mid-day sun. high, high, iilie ourselves, above the mists 
of the plain. 

The heavens were remarkably propitious, and permitted 
us to enjoy the sublime spectacle as long as we could endure- 
the low temperature which now gradually fell from 36 V2 * Fahr. 
to the freezing point At 10 minutes before 12, several 

streaks of fog ascended towards us from the Gastemthal ; we 

3* 
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at once prepared for the rlrscent. nnd brfore long were envf l- 
oped in a dense sea of mist. This, however, did not impede 
our progress, or prevent us from even rnnning occasionally. 
The great chasm, wfaae we had left the ladder, was veiy 
soon reached, and the party again crept stealthily and ezpe* 
ditiously over the crevasse and avalanche-path. 

In the mean time wc had arrived at a firm conviction 
that the snow in the lower regions — thanks, as already 
observed, to the rain of the previous day — possessed a mnch 
greater firmness than we were at first disposed to believe. 
There was, therefore, no great danger to be feared in crossing 
the lower chasm, which we had avoided in the ascent; and 
as the route thither wiis considerably shorter, easier and 
pleasanter than that over the "LeiterflQhli''. we determined 
to adopt it. Again the party glided blithely down the snow, 
whilst BtscHOF constantly played the clown for our benefit. 
He had taken possession of the ladder, employed it as a 
sledge, and with the most break-neck audacity dashed with 
it IVoni one crevasse to another. His conveyance, however, 
being 22 ft. in lengtli . occusiionaily proved unmanageable, 
and man and ladder would perform ludicrous evolutions, 
eliciting many an uncouth grimace from the daring artiste. 

As we approached the great lower chasm, Bischof's 
jesting humour, as well as the somewhat boisterous spirits of 
the entire party, received a serious check. The fearful icy 
abysjNCS whi( li yawned to our right and left plainly proved 
how much we were indebted tu the snow-bridges, and what 
madness it would have been to have put their firmness unduly 
to the proof. The laughing and singing party were instan- 
taneously plunged into the most solemn gravity, and stole in 
breathless silence between the awful gulft. The indescribable 
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beauty of odo of these produced a never to be forgotten 
impression. A vault of the purest, bluest ice extended in- 
wardly from the 8urfiu» in a vast arch down to an unfatho- 
mable depth, finally losing itself in the profonndest ni^lit; 
from its roof were suspended white icicles of tho most fantastic 
ionns, like teeth in the jaws of some monster, and ^oin the 
<Jcpths of the gulf rose several snow-clad icebergs , resembling 
blood-thirsty, protruded tongues. This picture of awful gran- 
deur rivetted our astonished gaze for a considerable time, till 
horror at the thought that but a thin crust of ice separated 
m fVoin the abyss at length induced us speedily to quit 
the spot. 

To convey an idea of the rapidity of the descent, it may 
be mentioned that at half past 12 o'clock, scarcely 50 minutes 
after we had quitted the summit, we arrived at the spot 
below the LeiterfiQhli, where during the ascent we had 

rested at a quarter before 8. Here we again rested for three 
({uartcrs of an hour. At a quarter past 1 we resumed the 
descent, aud traversed the great lower chasm ; at 10 minutes 
past 2 the moraine was attained, where the party disengaged 
themselves from the rope. The ladder was also taken to 
pieces, and the steps carefully concealed among the stones, 
to be employed for the same purpose on some future occasion. 
The entire ladder could not be left, as it would have been too 
much exposed to the iuilueuce of the weather to constitute a 
desirable bequest to our successors. The concealed steps, 
however, may prove of service to them or their guides, as the 
simple stem of a tree can be transported with far greater 
facility than was our ready-made ladder. Our stem was 
presented to who in his turn performed various uneouth 

autics with the unwieldy log, employing it as a broomstick 
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to ride upon, or as a sledge to convey him down the rapid 
decline. 

The descent of the stony slope was a somewhat fatigumg 
business, and during two houn put feet and knees severely 
to the proof. About 4 o'clock we reached the Byberalp, and 

at 5 marched singing into Kaiulcrsteg, to tlie no small admi- 
ration of the villagers , whose former doubts as to our com- 
petence for the exploit were now completely dispelled by the 
Doldenhom flag. 
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THE WEISSE ERAU. 



The Weisse Frau. 



The BlQmlisalp or Fran presents its magniftoent front 

to the north-west, in the dircition of Tliiiii and Bern. It is 
the most pnormous mass of tlie Bernese diain. exceeding even 
the celebrated Jungfrau in magnitude; but whereas the latter 
culminates in the shape of a pyramid, the Blflmlisalp assumes 
a broad form, afibxding space for no less than seven distinct 
summits. The entire group is visible from Bern , and consists 
of three lofty peaks with which a fourth and lower one is con- 
nected towards the west, and exactly in front of tlie tliree 
higher, rise three lower summits , like the foremost latik of a 
phalanx, as &ey await on their knees the attack of the ho.stile 
cavalry. Singular to relate, the otherwise excellent map of 
DuFouR gives the names of the three lesser summits , but of 
the fourth and two of the higher i)eaks only the altitude, 
whilst of the lofty snnimit to tlie east, botli a|)|tellati(tu and 
altitude are altogether omitted. We shall therefore he obliged 
in order to ensure the perspicuity of the following descriptions, 
and avoid circumlocution, to supply names to meet this de- 
ficiency, in extenuation of %vhich course we may odd that we 
invariably adhere to names already employed , and to natural 
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circumstances . and tlint several native mountaineers , whose 
opinion we value , have signified their approbation of our no- 
menclature. According to this the BlOmlisalp^ numbeis the 
foUowing seven peaks. 

. 1) The Morgeiihorn» t. e, the lofty summit &rthest 
to the east, which on Dufoub's map is without name or alti- 
tude, and according to our computation, measures about 
11,733 ft. 

2} The Weisse Frau, t. e. the central summit, wliich 
commands the entire Bldmlisalp on all sides; its altitude is 
12.021 ft. 

3) The BlClmlisalphorn, that is the lofty summit to 
the westward, the highest of all, bearing a decided resemblance 
to a horn i altitude 12,051 ft. 

4) Further westward the masses of the Blilmlisalp descend 
to tlie Oeschinenhorn, the base of which is washed by the 
Oeschinensee ; altitude 11,466 ft. 

Betuining from west to east we encounter the three 
smaller or foremost points, which already bear recognised 
names, viz : 

5) The liothhorn, rising immediately in firont of the 
BlOmlisalphorn ; altitude 10,836 ft. 

6) The Blamlisalpstock, directly in front of the 
Weisse Fhiu, altitude 10,573 ft. 

7) The Wilde Frau, rising before the Morgenhorn; 
altitude 10,711 ft.** 



• See Plate Xo. 4, The Seven Peaks of the Blnmlisalp. 
It may not he out of phice here to mention the somewhat singular 
fact, that the extinct Mexican vulcauu Iztaecihuatl (15,772 ft.: ixtac = white, 
cihuatl = woman) bears a striking resemblance iu form as well as appellation 
to the W«i8M n»u. 
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Tiie enormous masses of glacier and perpetual snow 
which encircle the pinnacles of this mountain, have, until very 
recently, deterred the most adventurous from an ascent, and 
those who considered it feasible, believed that the attempt 
could only be made on the south side. The young and intrepid 
M. M. Edmund v. Fellenberg , Philipp Gosset and Hans 
V. Hai.lwyl of Bern, did not entirely concur in tliis view. 
Encouraged by the circumstance, that in recent times a number 
of mountains have been overcome, at the mm mention of 
which men formerly crossed themselves , they resolved, in the 
year 1859, to make a first attempt upon the yet untrodden 
Frau, by proceeding straight across her brilliant couch of gla- 
ciers and perpetual snow. 

On the morning of Aug. 26th of the above-mentioned 
year, they left Bern and repaired to Lauterbrunnen , in order 
to instal as chief guide, Christek L^uenbb, to whom FsLtsK- 
BBBo had already imparted the secret. Laubkeb took with him 
as second guide Johahn Bischof, and as porters F^ister, Fbuts 
und V. Ai.MEN, all of Lauterbrunnen. The same evening tlie 
ascent to Milrren was made. The following day was utterly 
unpropitious for the beginning of the great undertaking, the 
bad weather confining the httle band to Sterchi's hotel. This 
involuntary rest was employed by the travellers in perfecting 
the necessary apparatus : a glacier-ladder of 20 ft. long was 
constructed, an old red curtain was nailed to a hw^j^c ]>ole by 
way of banner, blankets were rolled up for prol»ai)ic bivouacs, 
and the supply of wine and provisions increased, so as, in case 
of need, to suffice for several days. 

The travellers were unable to proceed further, till late 
on the morning of Aug. 28th. They then crossed the Furggepass 
to the Kienthal, the sun occasionally breaking through the 
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mist \vl»ich had settled on the mountain tops , and agreeably 
refre^ihed by a thunder-shower. At 5 p. m. they reached the 
chalet un the Bundalp. It unfortunately cannot be related that 
the party here met with that hoepitality which is usually so 
readily dispensed in the cottages of the Alps. The inmates 
of the chalet refusetl at first tveu to admit the travellers and 
their attendants, and it needed all the diplomatic skill of 
BiscHOF, as well as satisfactory ea^planations with regard to 
the pecuniary part of the business* ere tb.e stolid mountaineers 
could be prevaUed upon to eracuate their dwelling, and take 
up their abode for the night in a neighbouring hut. Once 
obtained, however, the (■a])acious cottage proved an excellent 
ba.sis of operation for the subsequent undertakings. It con- 
sisted of two divisions , first an outer room in which a fire- 
place, and huge cheese-kettle« together with abundant stores 
of milk and of wood, held a prominent place , whilst on the 
floor a large quantity of hay offered an ample couch for the 
guides and porters. From this room a door opened into a 
smaller aj)artment, comfortable and well-panelled, in wliidi a 
gigantic bed, two benches and a table » afforded the three 
travellers satisfactory accommodation. 



First Attempts. 

On Aug. 29th, as the sky had cleared, with the exception 
of some insigniflcant clouds towards the plain , the day was 
devoted to reconnoitring the Blfimlisalp. At 5 o'clock En the 
morning, the party, leaving the greater part of their stores 

beliind, set out for the Oeschinengrat , which they reached 
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afiei traveniiig for two hoars fragments of slate, and fields 
of snow. As they here scanned the broad masses of the 
Bldmlisalp, it appeared advisable to attack the central peak, 
especially as its base seemed easy of access between the Wilde 

rrau and llic iUiiuilisalpstock. Tln'V therefore skirted the 
western slope of the ridgt^ towards the llochthiirli , where 
the rocky ridge is somewhat sharply wedged into the glacier. 
Meanwhile they disco^'ered a cavity in the lock, admirably 
adapted Ibr the preservation of such stores as could be dis^ 
pensed with during the grand assault, and eventually for a 
night-bivouac, with a view to which they had taken the pre- 
caution of l)ringiiijj: wood nnd blankets with them. 

Where the glacier, imbedded between the Wilde Frau 
and the filamlisalpstock , divides at the Oeschinengrat, and 
sends one arm in the direction of Kienthal and another 
towards the highest terraces of the Oeschinen Alps, the party 
came upon the glacier itself. The three travellers , the two 
guides aud one of the porters bound themselves together with 
a rope, 70 ft. in length. Lauener marched first, as head- 
pioneer, and the two remaining porters, with the ladder on 
their shoulders, brought up the rear. Ascending to the 
upper portion of the great glacier, they passed close under 
the snowy precipices of the Wilde Fran, on almost level 
ground, wliirh, however, soon terminated, ami vast crevasses 
yawued before tlieni. whose fragile snow -bridges demanded 
the utmost caution. More than once, one or other of the 
party sank up to the breast, whilst his feet dangled in the 
empty space of a chasm, until the rope, drawn by the fore- 
most and hindmost of the party assisted him in regaining his 
footing. The ladder they had brought, proved invaluable in 
several places. After some time the universal attention was 
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drawn to an unusually large crevasse, which opened to the 
width of about 40 ft., and extending from 1400 to 1600 ft. 
in length, intersected almost the entire tract between the 
Blflmlisalpstock and the Wilde Frau. Gigantic icicles, re- 
sembling the pipes of an organ, were suspended in the 
fatliomlcss azure of the open ^lurier. But for the immense 
snow-l>ritlges which in some places overhung the chasm, there 
would have been no means of crossing it, and even these 
bridges required to be used with all precaution. Where the 
snow appeared least calculated to bear, the ladder Was ex- 
tended in order to distribute o?er a wider area the weight of 
each adventurer crawling across, whilst the rope which held 
him was tiizlitly strained at cither extremity, in order to keep 
him, as it were, suspended, and thus diminish Ins weight. 
The first and the last were necessarily excepted, as they could 
receive aid from the rope on one side only. 

Thanks to these precautions , the whole* parly succeeded 
in passing unscathed along the precarious suspension-bridge. 
They then had to ascend a small snow-hill , and on gaining 
its summit a magnificent field of snow lay before the eyes of 
the enraptured travellers. From its further verge rose the 
majestic triangular p3rramid of the Weisse Frau, which on 
dear days glitters like silver as far as the northern plain. 

''Now for the rock I ** commanded Laubnbr. 

The travellers now first i)erceived, at the base of the 
western side of the pyramid, a niiniaturc wall of rock, which 
rose out of the snow, the only stone visible amidst the un- 
sullied whiteness of this world of glaciers, and without delay, 
they hastened to traverse the field . towards the right. But 
ere the rock could be gained, another crevasse must be 
crossed. This encircled the base of the snow-pyramid like 
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The 2Uth of August. 



the moat of a castle around its bastion , but was fortuniitely 
of inconsiderable width , the chief difficulty being that its 
further side rose about 16 feet higher than the nearer one. 
The ladder, consequently, being placed slanting across the 
chasm, was barely long enough, and it needed all the nim- 
bleness of Bischof to step securely from the upper extremity 
of the ladder upon the vaulted ice. Having performed this 
feat in safety, he facilitated the passage of the others, by 
drawing them towards him by means of the rope. It was 
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almost liuUrrous to see one after another creep like a rat 
across the ladder, which somewhat resembled the entrance to 
a dove^t. When the last had crossed , he drew the ladder 
after himt and wdthin a few minat^ they had reached the 
wall of rock which we term the Schnapsfluh (Brandy-rock) as 
they jtai tly here fortified themselves for the last time from tlie 
spirit- Hask, previous to the iinal assault. 

This spot was attained at 11 o'clock. Threateningly, 
and nt the same time alluringly^ the western side of the 
snow-triangle rose straight before the eyes of the intrepid 
travellers, indicating the way to the snmmit of the Weisse 
Frau. * A solemn silence pervaded the gLu iers. disturbed 
occasionally as a gust of wind swept over their rigid surface : 
whilst from the Lake of Thua and the Kieuthal, dark aud 
heavy clonds of mist rolled upwards. 

As if to outrun the mists, and reach the goal before 
them, our trayellers hastened across the little ridge which 
still separated them from the pyramid, and then set foot upon 
its side. But this was of pure ire, and {)re.sented, even ui 
the most accessible part of its base, an incliuatioo of at least 
45 degrees. 

"Now for the axes!" 

And now they began to hack the ice so Tigorously, that 
the sparks Hew around. Not a foot could be set down 

without a new step being cut for it, and so desperately 
smoothly did the icy surface slope down from the ridge to the 
right and left, that a single false step would have been 
destruction. Small crevasses also impeded the progress of the 
bold adventurers, but were traversed with little ceremony. 



* See Plate No. 5, The Weisse Frau. 
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Thus the column slowly and cautioiuiy worked its way for 
more tban two hours up the ridge in single file. Steeper and 
narrower became the path at every ste]}, whOst the arms of 

tlie workmen began to relax . the mists which had long been 
rolling up to grow denser, and a cutting wind to whistle 
through the clouds ! 

"£xceIsior! Excelsior!*^ was still the cry. 

Once more they set to, and hewed for another hour. 
Fifteen hundred steps had been accomplished, when a storm 
at last burst over tlieir devoted heads ; a cutting blast swe])t 
across the ridge, benumbing the fingers of the ]nt)nceis, 
whibt, to complete the discomiiture of the party, a fall of 
snow completely enveloped them. To proceed fiirther would 
have been culpable rashness. Lauenek indeed, from the 
bei^nning of the third hour, had sounded a retreat, but had 
met with no response. He now protested decidedly against a 
further ascent. He had climbed througli the mist about 
80 steps higher than the rest of the party, and announced 
that the summit of the pyramid was there indeed, but also 
that an ugly ridge of ice, desperately precipitous, stretched 
away out of sight, far up into the mist. 

Three hours' labour, fifteen hundred steps cut , so near 
the goal . and yet to be obliged to turn back — such are the 
caprices of the mountain spirit ! But a genuine mountaineer 
fiincfaes not even at such moments, and whistles away mis- 
fortune itself. 

The descent was no small labour. Every step, even 

those last cut, had been covered by the drifting snow. 
BiscHoF was sent down first, to swee]> it off. Then he and 
one of the guides who remained above, at the distance of 
about 70 feet, held the rope between them. One man at a 

4 
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time now detceoded the uncovered steps, whilst the tightly- 
stretched fope served as a kind of balustrade. When the last 
had descended, the same operation began anew, and was 
repeated 53 times ere the base of the pyramid was reached. 

During this riod . an incessant snow-storm lashed the faces 
of the uniurtuuutes, and a pertect hurricane more thau once 
took away their breath. 

Exhausted, fimen and battered, the party reached the 
Schnapsfluh about 4 in the afternoon, and were much re- 
freshed by the wine, which they had there left behind. They 
then hastened to rontinue the descent, especially as the sky 
was gracious enough tor a short period to disperse the mists 
on the more level part of the glacier, where the above men- 
tioned crevasses lay, though only to recommence its dreary 
winter-work shortiy after. At % post S in the evening, the 
chalet was again pef)pled , and its blazing fire shone on the 
party, whose spirits their misadventures had not succeeded in 
quenching. They then partook of some soup prepared by 
BiscHOP, and reviewed the adventures of the day amidst the 
smoke of the ftagrant weed, and finally retired to rest at a 
very late hour. 



''Donnerwetter! What is to be done?" — With this 
agreeable morning-salutation, one of the guides entered the 
gentiemen*s apartment in tiie chalet, at a tolerably advanced 
hour on Aug. 30th, in a way peculiarly his own to announce 

to the suiaid slee})er.s that they might sleep still longer. The 
good Lauener might be excused for his uncouth greeting. 
Tliere raged so tremendous, so un-Augnst-hke a storm , that 
he involuntarily desired to awaken the sympathy of the others. 
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The sky showered do^m its densest flakes over the green 
meadows, all traces of summer were here obliterated, the 
Alpine flowers were destroyed, and pale and drooping hung 
their bells, whilst here and there a bewildered butterfly 

hovered feebly over the snow. What else could the party do 
on such a day, but, under the auspices of all good spirits, 
to kill the time as best they might? Coffee was prepared, 
and long lingered over, then slices of cheese were toasted 
with scrupulous accuracy, and every device resorted to iii 
order to prolonp^ the meal till late in the forenoon. A repast 
so thoroughl} enjoyed, must also be completely (li<^t\sted. 
The company accordingly betook themselves to the open air, 
and waged a fierce .combat with snow-balls ~ sanguinary was 
the encounter, for Bischof struck Fbllenbsrg so sharply on 
the left ear that the latter rested not till he had wreaked his 
vengeance on his adverser) % by knocking his \npe out of his 
mouth with such vigour that the teeth of the audacious 
master-tailor are possibly shaky to this day. When the icy 
cold had forced them to desist, and to declare a truce, they 
again repaired to the precincts of the chalet, where, with the 
aid of one of the beams of the house , and a ladder, feats of 
gymnastics were performed, which only lacked the laurel- 
wreath awarded to the victor, bestowed by the fair liands of 
some festively-attired uiaideu. They then hlled tlieir pipes, 
and threw themselves down on the hay, where they indulged 
in a conversation on the most profound topics. Meanwhile 
BiscHOP, who combined the skill of a cook with the art of a 
conjuror, had again concerted a glorious bowl of soup, after 
imbibing which, slices of cheese were once more toasted by 
way of dessert, and lastly, that all proper forms should be 
rigorously complied with, caf^ noir was banded round in a 

4* 
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milk-pan, out of which the gentlemen and the atteudauts 
alike partook. 

Thus passed the first moming of the siege of the BlQnt- 
lisalp. After dinner, Btschof and Fbuts were dispatched to 
the village of Reichenbedt, in order to supply the exhaosted 

commissariat by fresh purchases. Tlie remainder of the party 
meanwhile resorted to various expedients to pass away tlie 
time: Gosset availed himself of a clear moment, to take a 
sketch of the Wilde Frau and the M<ngenhom;* Hallwtl, 
in Tain strove to extract smoke from a pipe which resisted all 
his efforts ; FELtSNBEito attempted to scan the futnre by an 
attentive study of the rlianges of tlie wind. Evening came, 
then iii^ht, and it was time for supper, which consisted of 
scraps of ham and a most heterogeneous sonp, together with 
the eternal toasted cheese; after supper LAUXMsa enter* 
tained the party with some of his chamois-hunting adventores, 
whilst without the wind howled most dismally. It was now 
9 o'clock in tlie cveninj^, and still no Bischof ajjpearcd. As 
his })unctuality could be relied on, conjectures were indulged 
in that he and his companion had lost their way in the dismal 
fog. No sooner were the gloomy forebodings uttered than it 
was determined to make an effort to rescue them. Long 
faggottj were kindled and waved about like torches outside the 
chalet ; tlie whole party simultaneously burst into a steiUorian 
shout, whilst Lal ener uttered the shrill whistle of the cha- 
mois hunt^, which seemed to penetrate to the very brain. 
The whistle, which probably sounded furthest, was eflfectual, 
and was immediately responded to by a faint shout, in which 
tlie voice of Bischof was instantly recognized. 



* See Plate No. 6, The Morgenborn and Wilde Frau. 
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'They have lost their way; we must seek them', said 
Lauener to one of the porters. 

Two great pine-torches were forthwith lighted, amidst the 
WETing of which and continued shouting, the two men set 
out» and were soon lost in the pitchy darkness. They paused 
from time to time , to listen for some response , but the echo 
of the numerous rocks around, carried the sound of Bischof's 
voice to the ear of his delivert is in such various directions, 
that it was a considerable time ere they found the right one. 
Having at last discovered and followed it, they stopped at the 
verge of a HtUe ''Fluh** which rose, before them. One more 
whistle, and Laubnbe perceived that those they sought were 
at the base of the precipice. It now cost no small trouble to 
throw them the rojK> so that tlu-y could ( atcli it; they however 
succeeded at last, and soon after 10 o'clock, the garrison of 
the chalet was again complete. They now leisurely sipped the 
new acquisition of wine, whilst Bischof related his adventures, 
which, now the danger was over, he savoured with his usual 
comic ingredients. He narrated that in going to Rcichcnbach 
and in returning, all liad gone well, with the single drawback 
that iu the whole village they could procure no meat. But in 
a place where a precipitous path from the lower to the upper 
Alp intersected a wood, the returning foragers imagined that 
in the dark they had strayed into a desolate stony tract, where 
they were obliged to go on all-fours; believing they were too 
far to the left they now turned their steps in the opposite direc- 
tion. They had then walked briskly for a full hour over a 
ragged mountain pasture, and hoped every moment to find the 
chalet. As they wandered in the dark, they exhausted their 
whole repertoire of shouting, singing, whistling — no answer. 
It was so pitch-dark, tliat in order not to lose one another, they 
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went on hand in hand. Suddenly they came to a perpendicular 
wall of roc k, and at the same moment, to their utter ronsterna- 
tion, perceived by the sound of a rushing brook beneath, they 
were in a dilemma in which a single step backwards or fop> 
wards, threatened certain destmction. Once more they shouted, 
screamed, whistled again with no better result. They then 
made up their minds to pass the night on this inhospitable 
spot. They refreshed tliejnselves with some of the bread and 
wine they had brought with them , and then crouched down 
on the rock, keeping close together for mutaal warmth , like 
barn-owls in their nest They had sat thus for about half-an- 
hour, when BiscHOF heard LiLUSifBB*8 whistle, and answered 
with a loud shout ; for half-an-hour more the two exchanged 
their different calls, till the w anderers at length saw the torches 
of their deliverers waving over their heads. 

The two adyentorers were indemnified by an ample sup- 
per, and need it be added that the libation was protracted to 
a late hour? 

Aug. 3l8t was worse, if possible, than the preceding day: 
till 1(1 o'clock in the morning, a dense fo«*, towards noon, rain 
mingled with snow, in the afternoon a regular snow-storm. 
The herdsman collected his cattle, which could no longer find 
sustenance here, and drove them towards the ample stores of 
hay of the lower terraces. On departing, he presented his 
guests with a bill for which they could have been comfortably 
entertained for three days in the first hotel at Interlaken. 
They therefore at once cancelled a third of the sum , threw to 
this worthy son of the Alps the remaining two thirds , which 
still more than doubled the sum to which he was strictly en- 
titled, and bestowed on him a parting benediction. The herds- 
man, who was gifted with the worst qualities of an Itahan 
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vetturino, swept up the money with a smirk of satisfiuitioii, 
and in his turn wished tlie party adieu. 

They had now abundance of wine and bread, as well as 
cheese and milk; but the stores of meat were entirely ex- 
hattsted. The proposal to buy a sheep from the neighbouring 
shepherd at the Gamchi. was therefore hailed with acclama- 
tion, and Lauener, being a connoisseur, was entrusted with 
the luiportfint transaction. For tlie sum of 17 fr. he procured 
a plump young sheep , whiclk he slaughtered and skinned in 
the most approved method. Bischop again undertook the culi- 
nary department, and presented for dinnw the following bill 
of fare: 

■Sonpe an bsnn^ an lait^ an fromage et an bouillon de moaton. 
Cf igot do montoB. 

Fried liTor irith slices of bread, aa benrre frais. 

Slices of toasted cheese. 
Mailed Wine. 
Ine demi-guepse. 

The entire afternoon till 8 p. m. was occupied in cooking 
the remnant of the new acquisition, and the party was still in 
possession of 20 lbs. of excellent mutton. Attracted by the 
fragrant vapours which emanated from the cuifline, the entire 
swinish population which had been left behind on the Alp, 
assaUed the encampment with eager snouts. Imagining that 
the unclean spirit of covetousue^a wliicli liad possessed the 
herdsman had entered into this herd , the besieged determined 
on. a hostile sally, and a well-directed, unremitting fire of 
snowballs soon put the assailants to rout, who grunting and 
galloping off with the orthodox cuii in their tails, were &in 
to seek refuge in a hut lower down. "There is no eating roast 
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mtttton with those gentlemen!* was doubtless the sage reflec- 
tion of tlic \ anqnishL'd qnadnipods, at tlic dose of tlie contest.* 
Towards evening the continually falling snow assumed a 
crystalline hardness, the air became intensely cold , the clouds 
rested peacefully on the mountain tops; a sure sign of the 
approach of fine weather. When night came on, the Bise 
(north-east wind) was blowing strongly, dispersing the already 
decreasing ma«scii of fog, and shortly afterwards a magnificent 
starry heaven was unfolded to view, beneath which stood the 
ghost-like forms of the mountains* in their fresh garb of snow. 
It was time to prepare for a second attack on the Weisse Frau. 
This brilliant night however, was at the same time so bitterly 
cold that the guides were driven one by one from their couch 
of hay to the other apartment, where a blazing tire diffused 
its genial warmth. 

On the morning of Sept. 1st there needed no leveille, for 
the whole party were up by 4 o'clock , fortifying themselves 
against the projected assault with a draught of hot coffee. A 
bitter cold reigned without, and the snow, wliicli lay 8 inches 
deep on the mountain, had hardened into a granulous powder. 
All their lesources in the way of warm clothing were brought 
forth out of the common wardrobe « and put in requisition: 
woollen stockings, for example, made some amends to Hall- 
WYL for his totally insufficient gloves, whilst the skins of sheep 
and of chamois lent to the guides the air of Samoides. ihscnoF, 
with his wonted humour, had rendered his appearance suf- 
ficiently comical by donning the skin of an old chamois, which 
ddwn to the very locality of the defunct animal's tail, suited 



* bee Plate No. 7, Tbe Chalet on the Buadalp. 
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him admirably. The erjuijunoiits of tlie party being thus duly 
completed, and a modest quautum of ivirschwasser imbibed, 
they again set out on their wintry journey. 




The flni of 8«ptMiiber. 

The morning dawned brilliantly, and as the travellers 
ascended the Oeschinengrat, the sonounding mountains gilt- 
teied, as If sprinkled with powdered crystal, in the yeUow 
morning-light. Even the minor peaks of the Kienthal , as fiur 
down as the Niesen, each wore a snowy crest, and only on the 
more distant plains, could the eye perceive, from the verdure 
of the meadows and foliage, that the reign of summer was not 
yet over. On the Oeschinengrat, indeed, all wore a different 
aspect. The snow-drift lay firom 2 to 3 ft. in depth , and so 
cutting a blast blew over the high crest, that the fiioes of the 
travellers were perpetually lashed as with tiny needles of ice. 
It proved a task of some difficulty to find the cavity in the 



Digitized by Google 



58 



Oescbinengrat, so much had the snow blocked up the entrance ; 

the ladder there concenletl was frozen to the rock , and when 
snbsci^iu ntly handled, adhered to tlie hands. On the glacier, 
which the party traversed at 8 o'clock, the snow lay on an 
average 3 ft. deep, which was so far an adTantage*as the snow- 
bridges over the now scarcely visible crevasses were thus rend- 
ered more solid. The travellers were however, now compelled 
to wade continually up to tlie knees in snow. The route of 
Aug. 29th was again pursued. On the level snowfield at the 
foot of the pyramid, the sun shone forth brilliantly, to the 
hearty satisfaction of the benumbed adventurers, who had only 
been preserved by constant motion ttoai the extremity of cold. 

At half-past 10 the '^Schnapsfluh" was reached , and the 
party gazed with ra])tuie on the majestic cone of the Weisse 
Frau. TiAUEMEa alone wore a thoughtful countenance. 

"Do you see**, he inquired, "those bright little clouds • 
which dance so wildly around the summit of the Weisse Fran?^ 

"Those are not clouds, the weather is splendid to day, 
you old croaker 1 

"They are mountain i^piites, and if they do not finish 
their dance before we get down, we shall have to draw in our 
horns a second time.'* 

They were the so-caUed "Quxeten", which are produced by a 
dry sharp wind which raises the countless particles of loose snow, 
causing them to eddy around the mountain crests. When the hu- 
man face or hand comes in contact with one of these icy whirl- 
winds, it tcek as if lashed by a thousand needles , and cannot 
long endure the castigation, for neither veil nor glove are imper- 
vious to these pmnts. But the three young glader-travelkrs were 
not yet suifidentiy experienced in the pitiless severity of these 
^'Guxeten'*, and therefore Tesolutely gave orders to proceed. 
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Bisc HOF and the porter Feutz were commaruied to bet^ia 
their hewing labours on the well-known western side of the 
triangular pyramid ; for the fall of snow had effected no change 
in this quarter: whatever snow may have fallen on the narrow 
ridge, had long since been swept off into the vast chasms of 
the glaciers to the right and left, and the solid ice was exposed 
as before. The two pioneers wielded their axes lustily, when 
suddenly a white cloud intercepted them from the view of 
those in the rear. The latter only perceived that they proe^ 
tcated themselves, in order to allow the storm to pass over 
Ihem, and when the dond had disappeared « they were again 
seen at work, but this time with visibly impaired energy. The 
phenomenon recurred four or five times, during which the 
bulk of the party had drawn nearer to the vanguard, after 
whofle last and longest disappearance* Bisceop declared that 
at this rate it would be impossible to reach the summit of the 
mountain, the Ghixete being too violent. But even yet our 
travellers would not hear of turning back, and as the wind 
had now ceased, and the atmosphere was clear, they again 
pressed onwards. But very shortly a furious blast out of the 
glacier-abysses which yawned between the Weisse Frau and 
the Blflmlisalphom, swept up the icy slope , again conveying 
a white cloud of glittering snow, which in a moment over- 
whelmed the whole troop. All had thrown themselves pros- 
trate, to protect iucey and hauds from the irresistible power of 
the acute ice needles. Although the first onslaught had almost 
deprived them of sight and hearing, the young men were still 
undaunted, and once more gave the word of command 
"Onward!** The guides obeyed for the last time, when im- 
mediately a blast for exceeding in fury any they had hitherto 
encountered, was withm uu ace of sweeping the whole party 
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into the chasm below. The hands of Bischof, ever in t}ie van, 
were lacerated and bleeding from the ice-needles, aud could 
no lon^r wield the axe, whilst the otlier guides and the porters 
refused to oontinne their work. All the bands of subordina- 
tion were dinolved when the bmvest quailed , and LAtiEiisn 
now peremptorily commanded a retreat. 

The party were about 3U0 ft. beneath the summit of the 
cone, but had not been able to attain the point which they 
had reached on Aug. 29th, but from that point upwards, the 
snowy mountain crest was involved in a continual vortex of 
drifting snow, of whose fearfiil power the spectator on the 
plains on a clear day, who percdives a graceful white veil 
fluttering around the niouulaiii's crest , can lui in no concep- 
tiuu. It was now of course , not merely dangerous but utterly 
impossible to attempt to reach the goal. At this spot the 
banner which was to have been so triumphant waved was 
buried in an unbroken silence. The descent was then con- 
tinued. The natural disappomtment at being a second time 
baffled by the mountain spirit, after so much patience, courage 
and perseverance, could only be descnbed by one who had 
chanced to be a spectator of our noontide repast in the cavern 
of the Oeschinengrat. We endeavoured to drown the remem- 
brance of our blighted hopes in the juice of the grape , and as 
each bottle was emptied, dashed it to pieces against the rocky 
wall, accompanying the action witli expressions more remark- 
able for emphasis than propriety. But the wrathful lounten- 
ances which the party wore when they reached Kandersteg, 
and the abashed looks with which the three weatiierbeaten 
wanderers late one evening wended thor way through the 
back-streets of Bern these have not been photographed! 
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The above-mentioned expeditions of Aug. 29th and 
Sept. l8t had at least the effect of proving that the BlQmlisalp 
was hy no means so inaccessible as it was popularly believed 
to be. The snccessfiil ascent of its two loftiest peaks was now 
destined soon to be accomplished. In the following year, 1860, 
the Blumlisalphorn , wa.s, already observed, vauqiiisjhed by 
/ Mr. Leslie Stephen. The particulars of tliis expedition are 
unknown to us, beyond the fact that the party entered upon the 
glacier*<lomain between the Wilde Fran and the Blflmlisalp- 
Btock, rounded the base of the latter mountain and trarersed 
the flat surface of the Blftmlisalp Glader in a westerly direc- 
tion ai the point where it appears as if reposing after its first 
immense leap to gather fresh strength for the descent to the 
Oeschinenalp. At the western extremity of the level portion 
of the glader, the perilous ioe-ridge had to be gained , which 
affords the sole means of access to the summit of the Bltlm- 
Hsalphom. 

The three young excursionists of 1850 were afterwards 
dispersed in the same year, so that no repetition of their at- 
tempt to scale the Weisae Frau could be made. Mr. WiLLSNBRf 
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a medical student of Bern, availed himself of (his interval to 
undertake a new attack, and even conceived the audadous 
idea of scaling the summit attended by a single guide, a man 
from the Kienthal. These two hardy adventurers, however, 
did not succeed in ascending farther than to the triangle. 

Tluis the .summit of the Weisse Frau as , at the com- 
mencement of the summer of 1 862, a still untrodden spot and 
consequently regarded by us as the successor of the Dolden- 
hom. During our involuntary delay in Kandersteg we had 
not more frequently directed our looks towards the latter moun- 
tain than to theBlOmlisalp. and F^ttEMBBRG especially longed 
to make amendi* for tlie luilure of 1859. The Author, who 
had dunng the night slept off his fever, was by no means dis- 
inclined for afresh attempt. We were, however, desirous of 
reducing the number of our guides, especially as we proposed 
to dispenae with the services of a ladder. The Kandersteg 
guides BfiTCHEN and Ogi were accordingly paid off on July 1st 
with due exactitude. On this day, however, we were still in 
duty bound to preseut a report of the Doldenhorn expedition 
at the parsonage of Kandergrund , where we were received in 
the afltemoon with the utmoet cordiality. The pastor had, on 
the previous day, accompanied by another gentleman of the 
cloth, repaired to the Oeschinenthal for the purpose of observ* 
ing our proceedings with the uid uf u telesc()])t\ I Ik > liiid seen 
us scrambling over the snow and traversing the great crevasiies, 
and watched us till the layer of mist, already mentioned, in- 
tercepted us from their view. 

The night had, as may be easily supposed, again set in 
before we quitted the pestor^s hospitable roof. Again the stars 
glittered promisingly over the precipitous rocks of the Kander- 
grund , and animated us with hope as we returned to the 
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**H6tel Victoria". This time no songs or vodferations saluted 
us on the road, for the guides had instructions to retire to rest 
betimes. We thoughtless youths alone found a variety of necet^ 
sary and unnecessary pre})aration8 to be made before repairing 

to our rooms , the result of which was that we left ourselves 
buely two hours for slumber. Mevertiieless we uiade our ap- 
pearance at an early hour on the moming of July 2nd, fresh 
and .eager for the enterprise, with axes shouldered, trousers 
crammed into our boots in the most approved fashion and im* 
patiently striking the pavement ivith the heavy iron-shod Alp- 
storks, like young steeds awaiting the signal for departure. 

At half past 2 o'clock we started, the beams ot the morn- 
ing star pleasantly illuminating our path to the Oescbinenthal. 
Directly before us the western side of the mfimlisalphom ex- 
panded its imposing white summit which commands the entire 
neighbourhood, and is surrounded by the other peaks of the 
Bliimlisalp like a hen in the midst of her brood : to the left 
the three minor peaks in succession, tlie llothliorn, tlie Blttm- 
lisalpstock and the Wilde Frau , to tlie right the Oeschiuen- 
hom and that mysterious vaulted snow-ridge in the badc- 
gnmnd, occupying the g^p between the Bltlmlisalphom and 
Rothhom, and which we now know to be the summit of the 
Weisae Frau. From this point, then, the Moi^enhorn alone 
of this beautiful group is not visible , being concealed by the 
jEtothhorn. 

The Oeschinenbach by which we were now ascending 
rushed noisily through the darkness, and seemed to vie with 
the dew in moistening the surrounding meadows with its spray. 

Numerous streams descended liuin the Fisistorkand tlie glaciers 
of the Doldenhorn , and dashing over the rocks, mingU d their 
vraters with the Oeschinenbach. The tops of the hr-trees 
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waved gently in the breeze which is usually the precursor of 
the break of day. All nature revelled in tlio freshness and 
joyous vigour of youth; tlie sun only was wauting to gild the 
picture. The daylight appeared an hour later, as we approached 
the impressively beautiful Oeschinensee. Strikmg indeed is 
this narrow rocky basin , of which only a portion is clothed 
with meadow and wood, whilst the remainder is occupied by 
the calm waters of the lake. On all sides rise precipitous walls 
to the height of 7000 ft.; the iilCLmlisaip and Doldenhorn send 
forth innumerable glaciers from an almost equal altitude , and 
from the glaciers gush some dosen brooks, all of which descend 
to the lake in the form of waterfalls, some of them dashing 
through rugged channels, others gliding like silver threads 
over the barren surface of the rocks. The noise of tbese cas- 
cades, the distant tinkling of the cattle-bells, the splash of the 
oar of a solitary boat and the occasional croak of the mountain 
raven render the scene peculiarly and solemnly imprenive. 
Majestic splendour of eternal snow; savage grandeur of the 
vast glacier abysses; sweet loveliness of the calm lake and 
fragrant pines ; never-ccasinj^ dec ay ul tlie barren, grey, weather- 
beaten rocks : such are the charactenstics of the Oeschiuen- 
thal, and in these contrasts lies its charm. The first glimpse 
of this scene cannot fiul to strike the spectator with an over- 
powering sensation of awe, and yet loveliness is so combined 
with grandeur that the picture invariably excites the pro- 
founciest admiration. 

This, however, was no day lor lazily gliding over the 
calm waters; Jupiter had just appeared behind one of the 
mountains, admonishing us that we had a higher aim in view. 
At half past 3 o'clock we therefore left the lake to our right, 
and ascended on its northern bank towards the Oeschinen 
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Alps. One of the guides, in passing, took possessiou of the 
huge flag-staif which had been placed in readiness a few days 
pre?ioQsly, and was destined to crown the a!ammlt of the 
Weiflse Fiau. ^ 

After having ascended the bank of the lake for a con- 
siderable distance , we obtained a view of the entire nortlieni 
front uf the DulUenhorn, a vast and imposing mass, with its 
wild and precipitous glaciers; in the radiance of the morning 
snn glistened the twin peaks, on the higher of which, with 
the aid of the telescope, we could distinguish our flag, still 
merrily fluttering in the breeze. This front view of the 
Doldenhom* constitutes one of the most im])osing mountain 
scenes, and may be enjoyed by pedestrians of the most 
moderate capabilities; it may be obtained by ascending the 
Oeschinengrat, or even from a point which may he reached 
in one hour and a half firom Kandersteg. 

We were now arrested in our fiirther progress by a most 
remarkable spot, where the limestone wall of the Kothhorn 
descends perpendicularly to the lake. About 000 ft. above 
the surface of the water a narrow grassy ledge intersects this 
precipice horizontally ; this is termed the "Schaiscbnur** (sheep- 
pass) or X)e8chineoschnur". It derives its name from the fiu^t, 
that on the slopes of the Oeschinenhorn. amidst barren rocks 
nml glaciers, a small number of sheep find sustenance; on 
some parts of the route to this perilous locality, which human 
beings cannot attain without the utmost difficulty, the animals 
must he carried. Those who can pass the Schafschnur without 
luffsring from gidduiess may confidently confront any other 
locality of a similar description. 



* See Plate No 9, The Doldenhom from tbe Oeeehinenalp. 
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On tlie day of the ascent of tlie Little Doldeiihorn , the 
weather not proving propitious for the main undertaking, 
Ebllbnbebo and Gosset had employed their time in, making 
an excursion ronnd the lake. When, proceeding in a nor- 
therly direction, they had trayersed the above-mentioned 
sheep pastures on the Oeschinenhorn , the lofty rocks of 
the llothliorn rose perpendicularly before tliem , deseciidiiig 
equally precipitously to the azure lake 000 ft below. *^ Those 
unacquainted with the locality would have formed the natural 
conclusion that further progress was out of the question , and 
that the Spirit of the mountains peremptorily commanded 
retreat ; but here they disc overed the grassy ledge of the 
Schafschnur, affording; a precarious egress from their rocky 
perch. At first the ledge is several feet in breadth, and, 
especially as the travellers were attached to the rope, pre- 
sented no great difficulty, save that it shelves downwards 
towards the lake, affording anything but a comfortable foot- 
ing. Towards the middle of the precipice the pass diminishes 
in breadth, the turf disappears, the overhanging rocks ob- 
struct the passage more and more , and the yawning abyss of 
600 fib. in depth opens immediately below the feet of the 
dambeier* For a distance of a quarter of a mile the fearful 
path does not exceed a few inches in breadth, and leads owr 
loose, slippi'ry iVagiiicnts of slate. Hands and feet have long 
been in requisition , but now every muscle is strained to the 
utmost in order to complete the break-neck passage. And not 
only is the pass so narrow, the footing so insecure and the 
precipice so perpendicular, — several rocky projections must 
be csept round, where at places but one foot at a time can be 
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planted, whilst at every step fragments of the rock are pre- 
cipitated into the abyss and are heard to «pla&U iuto the lake 
beneath, indicating, the &te inevitably consequent on a lo« of 
presence of mind. Having passed this hideous spot, the party 
regained the grassy ledge and descended by a comparatively 
easy path to tlie lower Oest^liinciialp. 

This 8aiiH lower Oeschinenalp — to return to the ex]>e- 
dition of July 2nd — we reached at 4 o'clock, after a sturdy 
walk of one hour and a half from Kandersteg. The cattle 
moved lastly towards the chalets to dispense to the herdsmen 
thdr matutinal gifts, and here we were met by our former 
guide Chri5?tex Ogi. wliu icgalcd ii.s wilh a draught of the 
^viirni beverage. Our column was then again set in motion 
and commenced the ascent of the terraces conducting to the 
upper Oeschinenalp, which we reached at 20 minutes be- 
fore 5. Here we approached the base of the Blfimliaalp 
Glacier, and beyond the rocky ridge of the Hochthttrli caught, 
a glimpse of tlie invitincr umniit of the Weisse Frau. 

As there was every ]>ruspect of an unusually hot day, we 
indulged in a rest of very limited duration, in order that the 
cool morning houn might he spent to the best advantage. 
We accordingly lost no time in commencing the third stage, 
the ascent of the Schafberg , which extends to the immediate 
vicinity of the g;laciers, and is exceeded in licight towards the 
cast by the Oeschinengrat alone, the culminating point 
(Wiatershed) between the Kienthal and Oeschinenthal. At 
half post 5 the Schafberg was attained , and selected as an 
appropriate spot ibr our first campaigning break£ut. The 
scene vividly recalled to the Authors memory similar incidents 
which had occurred years before during his travels in Norway, 
and he involuntarily sought for the features of Scandinavian 
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monntaiu .sc ener)', and the sea-green waters of the Fyords. 
This reminiscence t ould, however, only be realized hy the 
view to the north of the green Alpine pastures, but was speed* 
ily dispelled by a glance southwards of the gleaming, snowy 
majesty of the BldmGsalp, enthroned in the midst of the 
Alps. Over our heads hovered a flock of ptarmigans, or 
grouse of tlie Alps, apparently mockini^ the impotence of the 
would be sportsmen. The sun now appeared above the 
highest snow'ridge of the BlQmlisalp, and shed its warmth 
over the gnmp at their repast. 

** Pioneers! eyes front! march T 

Nothing loth, we proceeded to obey the summons, 
cheered on our way by tlie glorious sun si line and refreshed by 
the cool glacier-air. We now ascended to the extreme limit 
of vegetation, the verge of the glader. which in a vast arch 
descended towards us from the trough of snow formed by the 
> BIfimlisalphQm and Weisse Fran. But here some tough work 
was in store for us ; for it occupied till 7 o'clock to attain the 
summit of the ridge by traversing the stony slopes and the 
bed of snow which partially covered them. Leaving the 
Oeschinengrat to the left* the guides led the way along the 
western side of the shelving rock towards the Hochthllrli, 
and the Balm again served us as head-quarters for the day. 
Here we divested ourselves of everything not absolutely 
necessary for the attack on glaciers and snow-tields. 0\d 
Lauei^er , when called upon to invent a suitable name for our 
cavern, bethought himself awhile, and then in a moment 
of in^iration proposed "Quartierloch" (quartering hole), an 
appellation which we gladly retain as a genuine emanation of 
unsopfabticated genius. On a careful examination of the 
oommisariat, it was found that a bottle might well be spared 
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for a preliminary libation in liunour of the "White Iiady", and 
the day, wluoh had hitherto proved so fa\rorable to our under- 
taking, leoeived additional eclat from the present c^mony 
which was -performed lyith fitting solemnity. At our feet 
rolled the right arm of the BlQmlisalp Glacier towards the 
valley, and bc)oud it the eye rested on bome of the moun- 
tains in the far west. * 

"Now, Laveneb, can you tell us why this glacier and the 
whole mountain is called "Bltlmlisalp**? 

"^o be sure I can ; we want no professor from the town 
to tell m that; on the contrary those learned gentlemen often 
come to us for a lesson in these matters." 

"Well, let us hear it!" 
Yes, but it is a long story." 

"Then make it a short one; you know many a novel of 
six volumes could be advantageously told in as many pages.** 

"Well then, you must know that long long ago the whole 
of this Alp was covered witli tlie richest pastures and the most 
beautiful wild flowers (Bliimlein), and belonged to a herds- 
man whose riches made him presumptuous and overbearing. 
They say this ikult ianot unoonmion even now^ardays in rich 
people, so that " 

Here Bischop indulged in a grimace indicative of his, 
strong disapjirobation of these fuiliiigs, in the course of which 
his short pipe diverged to the vicinity of his ear. 

"Is it not so, BiscHOF?* 

"No doubt it h; does not the proverb say: When the 
goat is too well ofi^ it becomes mischievous?" 

"True, and ao did this goat, — the herdsman I mean. 

* See FiatA No. 10, The *'Qu«rtieIloeh^ 
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In his arrogant pride he built himself a staircase of cheeses, 
and took cverj^ opportunity of displaying his riches. Now if 
that had been all, he would have harmed nobody but himaelf, 
but he began to keep company with a maiden, pretty and 
poor, without any serious intentions of marrying her. One 
day the blind old father of the girl came to reproach him for 
his misdeeds; bnt lie got nothing but abuse from the herds- 
man, who did not offer him a morsel to eat, and finished by 
kicking him down the cheese-stairs. The girl, who now 
seemed possessed of the devil, laughed and remained on the 
Alp. Another day the herdsman's mother came up from the 
valley, and begged and prayed her son for heaven's sake to 
lead a better life, promising him her blessing if he would 
make an honest woman of the girl. '*What care I for your 
blessing, old woman? What care I for church and parson? 
My blessing is the rich, flowery Alp, my church the blue sky, 
and the parson is myself. Be off, and keep your twaddle to 
yourself!" Shocked at these impious words, the mother re- 
mained speechless ; liorror prcv(>nted even her tears liom 
flowing. With a presentiment of some great calamity, she 
hurried down to the valley as &st as her tottering limbs could 
carry her. Scarcely had she reached home, when a fearful 
.storm burst forth over the devoted region; the lightning 
flashed and the thunder pealed during the live-long night, 
and then suiklenly an icy blast, as from the depths oi winter, 
swept down &om the Alp. When morning broke and the 
people of the valley looked with afirighted eyes towards the 
mountains, behold! the rich pastures of the herdsman were 
completely covered with glaciers, as it is to this day. Of all 
the Bliimlisalp nothing but the name remains , and they say 
that the herdsman and his wench are still hidden under the 
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ice. Wheu there is a storm in the mountaiDS they rise from 
the diMins; the herdsman rushes madly firom mountain to 
mountain t hia shrieks rising above the storm, whilst the girl 
sits on the top of the Wflde Fran, and gases fixedly towards 
the Kienthal, where her father's honse once stood. Then, 
when tlie herdsman has exhausted his fnry, lie fetches liis icy 
companion and descends with her to the lowest caverns of 
the glacier, where they must expiate their crimes till the 
last day * 

Our stay at the Qoartierloeh was not of long duration. 
At half past 7 we had reached the HochthflrH, and the brood, 
colossal front of tJie Blunilisalp now lay immediately before 
us."*^ The huge glaciers presented a vast, sluggish expanse 
amidst the numerous peaks, and the snowy slopes, of which 
those of the Blfimlisalphora exhibited the greatest variety of 
form, glistened like the purest silver. These imposing masses, 
clothed in the most spotless white, and contrasting beantifally 
uith the deep blue sky, form a picture of rare grandeur. The 
ascent of this worthy rival of the Wengernalp presents no 
greater difficulty than that of the latter, and well merits being 
visited more fiequently. 

Against the rocks of the Hochthftrli the ladder which 
WtLLBKBR had employed the previous year was still leaning, 
but so injured by long exposure to the elements that no 
reliance could be placed on it. We therefore abandoned it, 
hoping that the spring snow which had proved so serviceable 
on the Doldenhom would here aid us in crossing the chasms 
of the glader. Nor were we disappointed. We were, indeed, 
frequently obliged to wade through a thick layer of snow, but 
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the crevasses presented no difficulty, so that we attained the 
Schnap.sfln}i without misadventure at a quarter before 9. 

How different was now the aspect of this world from the 
appearance it presented on Ang. 29th and Sept. Ist, 1859! 
Again a bank of douds rested on the lower mountains of the 
Kander and Kien-Thal. but beyond an elevation of 7000 ft. 
they did not venture. We ourselvt s and the mighty summits 
above basked in the unclouded brilliance of the morning sun, 
which most gratefully tempered the icy atmosphere. Now 
not a breath of air interrupted the solemn silence of this sub- 
lime wilderness. After a short repose, elated by the prospect 
of the approaching victory, we then set forth to make the 
Una! and decisive assault. 

Here too fortune again &ivoured us. The ascent to the 
triangle was little more than an agreeable walk, so pleasant 
was the footing afforded by the hard, fioien snow. When we 
attamed the western, ridge, already frequently mentioned, it 
proved to be likewise encrusted with snow to the depth of 
several inches, into whicli the feet comfortably and securely 
sank as we ascended, thus rendering the services of the axe 
superfluous. Mindful, however, of the &ct that this coating 
of snow concealed a sur&ce of smooth, solid ice, we pro- 
gressed with the utmost circumspection, and did not neglect 
the usual precaution of attaching ourselves to the rope. 

We had not proceeded far, when at a curve in the ridge 
we perceived to our left on the shelving ice the signal which 
WiLLBNBE had planted at this spot; to the larch stem still 
adhered some tattered remnants of doth, which we recognised 
as once having belonged to a red flag. The flag-staff had 
descended with the ice some 200 ft. below the spot where it 
had been erected the previous year. As we descended from 
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the Weisse Fnio, we disengaged it from iu bed of ice and 
Gamed it off 'as a trophy. Of the flag of the expedition of 
1859 not a vestige could be discovered. It had in all pro- 
bability been forced downwards by the advancing^ snow to the 

glacier, which in its turn will one day reject it and restore it 
to the light of day. 

The ridge now became more and more precipitous, and 
the crust of snow which had hitherto proved so serviceable 
gradually disappeared; the bare ice began to afford a very 
nnsatisfiictory footing , and the aid of the "Alpstook** to prove 
iiLsiifficient. After uti ascent of one hour we wen* therefore 
compelled again to have recourse to the axe, from wliich the 
sparks soon began vigorously to fly. At the point where this 
became necessary we were not more than a quarter of an hour 
from the summit of the triangle, and at half past 10 o'clock 
the point in Ihe attainment of which we had thrice been 
baffled, was reached with aii exulting shout. The view, from 
this sharp angle, of the smooth and precipitous shelving snow, 
as it gradually expanded in its descent, was one of singular 
beauty. At the base of the icy wall the Ant snow-field pre- 
sented a no less magnificent spectacle ; from the Blfimlisalp- 
stock to the WiMe Fran dense masses of snow lay in one vast 
expanse, and far tar below, the blue waters of the Lake of 
Thun with its faithful guardian the Niescn, faintly shimmered 
through the haze. Beyond the lake the valley of the Aare 
could be distinguished, through which the river meandered 
like a silken thread, and in the extreme horizon the prospect 
was bounded by the distant Jura chain. * This picture, how- 
ever, was soon concealed from our \iew by the eddies of the 
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mist, which Uke a vast aud turbulent ocean seemed to threaten 
to engulf 118. 

And now with redoubled seal we made preparations iar 
the attainment of the final goal the summit of the Weisse 

Frau. It lay so near, and yet a veritable devil's bridge must 
be traversed to attain it ! Tliis ridge consits of pure ice, and 
is in some parts so narrow as barely to afford space for one 
ioot at a time, and it is no exaggeration to say its inclination 
exceeded 50*. To the right and left, precipitous walls of ice, 
glittering in the sun, and as smooth as if cut with a knife, 
descended to the basins in which the glaciers collect their 
masses, the most savage of which are imbedded between the 
Bliimlisalphoru and tlie Weisse Frau. Of all trials to which 
the nerves can be subjected this was perhaps one of the most 
fear^l; yet the vigorous handiwork of our pioneers, the 
glorious prospect, and the unbounded exuberance of our 
spirits combined to shorten its duration. Twenty-five minutes 
sufficed for the passage of the giddy bridge, at the further 
extremity of which a precipice of several thousand feet in 
depth, with the Tschingel Glacier at its base, yawned at our 
feet, proving that wQ had attained the summit of the Weisse 
Frau! It was now 5 minutes before 1 1 o'clock. 

Again (ihe giants of the Alpine world, from Mont Blano 
and Moute Rosa to the Finsteraarlioiu loac before our eyw; 
they were still surrounded by a surging ocean of fog, which 
seemed to venture to embrace but their bases, leaving their 
majestic pinnacles unprofaned. The view of the Bernese 
Alps was still more overpowering from this point than fiom 
the Doldenhom, from which they are considerably more 
distant. The J ungfrau seemed to rise to a still greater ele- 
vation, the Eiger exhibited its usual repelling aspect, and the 



Digitized by Google 



75 



huge maases of the Aletschhorn presented the most imposing 
appeuance. A feeling of the profoundest awe was produced 
by the stupendous masses of the Tschingel Glacier, the solid 
ice and numerous chasms of which seemed to create a strange 

commotion on its snowy suriacc like tlic troubled billows ot 
a stormy ocean , whilst its huge surges appeared to break over 
the Lotschengrat . Our position resembled that of a lofty 
light-house in the midst of the sea, for the base of the Weisse 
Frau on all sides was washed by these icy waves; but here, 
instead of the monotonous roar of breakers, reigned the most 
profound silence , broken only by the occasional thunder of a 
distant avalanche. 

Words cannot depict the awful magnificence of a scene, 
the mere recollection of which calls forth an involuntary burst 
of praise towards its Creator. None but those who have 
witnessed a similar spectacle can form the fiedntest conception 
of our sensations. 

Overwhelmed by such impressions, which this prospect 
produced in a more marked d^pree than that from the Doiden- 
bom, we stood for a time speechless and lost in admiration. 
When at last our attention was directed to the summit on 
which we stood, we perceived that our' position was a suffi- 
ciently precarious one. The summit of the Weisse Frau con- 
sists of an extremely narrow ridge running from North-east 
to south west, about 300 ft. in lengtli, with three dificrent 
snowy elevations. The first of these is attained as soon as 
the ice-ridge leading from the triangle to the summit is sur- 
mounted, and affords the first view of the Tschingel Glacier; 
the second rises a few feet higher, being tlie loftiest point of 
this iiioiiutain, whilst the third slightly declines towards the 
Blamlisalphom. The northern snow>wall of this ridge is so 
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precipitous as to be absolutely inaccea&ible ; of the southern 
we could obtain no view whatever^ it appeared to be quite 
perpendicular, and was moreover effectually concealed by tbe 
overhanging raasaes of snow. * 

We of course desired that our flag should wave on the 
highest point, and Bischof, impatient for this coiisutnnuition 
of our feat, with his accustomed impetuosity hastened on, 
utterly disregarding the overhanging masses • of snow, 
which require the most practised eye to discern how far they 
rest on a substantial basis, and how fiir they extend beyond 
the verge of the abyss. Blatter admonished him to caution, 
but Hi.scHor heeded not. Blatters ire was roused, and 
darting after the delinquent, he collared him with one baud, 
and with his Alpstock in the other violently struck the snow 
at his feet — crash ! an avalanche of some 30 ft. in length 
became detached and flew like a doud of dust towards the 
chasms of the Tschingel, revealing a hideous gulf beneath. 
On the solid brink of this precipice stood Blatter, jjioud 
and immovable, proving to us that he too was not devoid of 
true courage. "In the same manner" said he, ''a Frenchman 
was precipitated from the Galenstock the other day; shall we 
follow his example?* We may safely affirm that there was 
not one of the party but felt a cold shudder on seeing the 
perpendicular wall of 3 — 4000 ft. thus disclosed to view. 
Without farther resistance Bischof subjected himself to the 
authority of Blatteb who step by step, probing the snow 
with his stick, conducted us in safety to the extreme 
summit. 

Arrived here, the party set about the task of digging a 
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liole in the snow tor tlie reception of the heavy ting-staff, 
and before long the red flag, the witness of the first ascent 
of this mountain, was anfurled. On looking aronnd, we 
perceived a portion of the sunny valley of Kandersteg be^ 
tween the Bitlmlisalphorn and the Bothhom. Witli. the aid 
of the telescope we could distinguish tlie Hotel Victoria with 
its balconies from which we had so often scanned the formi- 
dable ridge on which we now stood. The view of the Kien- 
thai was equally uninterrupted, but the distant prospect was 
only visible when the dense masses of fog occasionally rolled 
together in huge piles, like troops dispersed by a hostile 
cannonade. The ^^^y clouds likewise seemed to endeavour 
to clamber to the summit of the Junglrau, but were baffled 
in the attempt. Towards the south the horizon was bounded 
by the entire chain of the Pennine Alps, enveloped in a simi- 
lar fitful shiond, whUst now and then a long line of gxanite 
strongholds with silvery pinnacles, bathed in the warm 
radiance of au Italian sun, peeped above the liu/e. Akliougli 
on the surface of the ocean, where its depth measures hun- 
dreds of fathoms, the wildest tempest rages , and the proudest 
craft are hurled from billow to billow, the rigging groans and 
human cries of distress axe overwhelmed by the roar of the 
harricane, yet the profound depths retain their eternal calm, 
and are entire strangers to the msiguiticuiu commotion above; 
thus in the nether world the clouds rolled their billows for 
many hundred miles around, and were tossed to and fro by 
the howling blast, wbllst the mountain-crests, the 'giants of 
the Alps, seemed to deride the feeble tumult, and raised their 
proud heads as calmly towards the asure heavens, as if they 
had been consecrated by the gods and could never be ap- 
proached by the storms of earth. After the eye had com- 
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pleted its distant survey, it invariably returned to rest with 
renewed wonder on the nearer objects, the narrow snowy 
ridge on which the party, crowded together, held their 
MTouac, the fearful abysses which opened at our feet, and 
above all the stupendous Tschingel Glacier. 

The temperature on the summit . though low, was by no 
means unbearable, varying between 34 " and 35'/:.'° Falit.. and 
in the abs»ence of a high wind we were enabled to prolong 
our stay to I'/i hr., during which a visit was paid to the third 
of the snowy eminences. As the human frame, however, is 
not calculated to endure a protracted state of inactivity in the 
snow with impunity, and as we had by this time most tho- 
roughly feasted our eyes on the subliiiie spectacle, we were 
a)mpelled at a quarter past 1 2 o'clock to sound the retreat. 

The attainment of the summit fnm the extremity of the 
triangle bad been a task of no ordinary diificnlty, but the 
descent proved a doubly hazardous undertaking. To the right 
and left tlie eye unavoidably rested on the ])rGfound glacier- 
abysses, into which a single false step would i)robably pre- 
cipitate the luckless wayfarer; for, although we were all 
attached to the rope, a loss of Hooting on the part of one of 
our number would almost inevitably drag down a second, and 
there remained the momentous question, whether the remainder 
of the party possessed sufficient sticngih under such trying 
circumstances to rescue tlie unfortunates. It is , moreover, a 
well-known &uct that in descending an icy slope, the inflexible 
and narrow heel is £u less trustworthy than the broader and 
more pliant sole which is employed in the ascent. Blatter, 
folly aware of this peril, assumed the command without opposi- 
tion, and organized the march as follows. L.\ueneh headed 
the party as iiist pioneer, his office being to hew steps to 
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replace the old which had disappeared since the moxning. 
efforts were, however, attended with but indifiierent aucoeas, 
fat the *'Pim'* or rarface-enow proved too crystalline and 
grannloua to admit of being readily compressed to a solid mass, 

and tliis treacherous dust rested on slippery ice. I;Ai enkk was 
followed by Blatter himself, who cautiou.sly ascertained the 
trustworthiness of each step. Under his especial care the Author 
came next, after him the yimnger L&iibnbb in a neutral posi- 
tion, then Fbllbnbbbo under the protection of Bibchop who 
brought up the rear. The entire attention of each of the party 
was directed to the footsteps of the man before liim , and 
Bi.Ari hH, his eagle-eye fixed on those beliind, was ciircful to 
observe that no one progressed more than one step at a time» 
not till each had seenrely planted his light foot did he him- 
self prooeed to set the example of advanoing with the left. At 
the same time he gave strict injunctions that each step should 
be accompanied by a firm insertion of the axes and the spikes 
of the Alpstock in the snow, which in case of a fall would 
serve as a support until assistance could be rendered. As the 
Hves of the whole party were at stake, such caution can hardly 
be deemed snperfiuous; we were, moreover, thus enabled to 
accomplish the perilous descent without the slightest mishap, 
and in a comfiaratively short space of time. The point of the 
triangle once attained, the same circumspection becami less 
necessary, partly because the declivity was more gradual, and 
partly owing to the hard crust of snow which precluded the 
posrilnlity of the feet penetratiDg to the ice. 

We thus reached the Schnapefluh m one hour, there 
drank a &rewell glass to the fluttering banner of the Weisse 
Frau, captured a Desoria ("glacier-flea") in passing, and under 
the fierce rays of a mid-day suu which wofully scorched our 
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visages notwithstanding the protection of veils, but at the same 
time gloriously illumined the vast glacier- world, wended our 
way towards the Hochthflrli. At 2 o'clock we regained the 
Quartierloch, in the cool shade of which a comfortable repast 
was partaken of, and a gentle po8t>prandial aiesta of twenty 
minutes indulged in. 

At 3 o'clock we resumed tlie journey, clambered over the 
Oescliinengrat as the nearest point, and directed our steps 
towards the Kienthal. To our no small satisfaction we per- 
ceived that the slopes towards the Bnndalp were covered with 
a sncoession of snow-fields, of which we gladly availed our- 
selves for the purpose of sliding luxuriously downwards. And 
a right merry mode of locomotion it proved to be. Sitting or 
standing, singly, in pairs, or three or four together, according 
to the caprice of the moment, the party dashed down the 
declivity, performing somersets and sundry other ^ts by way 
of diversion, accompanied by shouts of laughter. With incre- 
dible rapidity our frolic was terminated by the stony Bundalp, 
which we soon gladly quitted for a fragrant wood, traversed 
by an affluent of the Kienbach , gaily dancing downwards in 
numerous cascades. Here, by way of substitute for laurels, we 
adorned our head-gear with sprigs of the Alpine rose which 
flourished luxuriantly on the moist, grassy banks of the brook. 

Towards 5 o'clock in the alter noon we reached the Steinen 
Alp at the bottom of tiie Kienthal , here magnificently com- 
manded by the Gspaltenhom and the Butlosa. It was a most 
pleasurable sensation once more to set foot on the elastic turf, 
to 'see the cattle peacefully grazing in the meadows, to hear 
the tinkling of the bells reechoed by the rocks , and to be 
greeted by joyful sliouts from the nearest chalets in answer 
to our own. In one of these chalets we were most hospitably 



received, and regaled with hot coffee and iniik, as well as the 
delicious, cool spring-water of the Alp. 

According to our oiiginal plao onr day's work was to 
have been terminated at this spot; as the Bnn» however, was 
still high in the heavens . and our spirits were still far from 
exliausted. we at once determined on a farther walk of four 
hours to the lower extremity of the Kicnthal. Any one \\\\() 
on this evening had beheld the complacent conquerors of tlie 
Weisse Frau gaily roving through the Kienthal with its pic- 
turesque forests and cascades, would probably hare sworn that 
they were on their return from some exhilarating conviviality. 
And n deligliilui walk it was through the verdant, fragrant, 
trickling dale. 

At a hamlet, which bears the same name as the valley, 
we were almost tempted to enter an inn of not uninviting 
appearance; laughing girls bandied jests at the fountain, and 
the elden stood at their garden-gates with folded arms and 

weary countenances, whilst the Bliimlisnlp in the background, 
bathfHl in tlie golden rays of tlie setting sun seemed to wish 
us good-night. Our walking capabihties, however, being yet 
tolerably unimpaired, and the cool evening air proving so 
grateful to our burning cheeks, we resolved on proceeding to 
Reichenbach, where we arrived in the deepening twilight. 
Here too the inn did not seem sufficiently attractive to arrest 
our progress, and Mflhlenen now became our Imal goal. 

At half past 9 o'clock, precisely 19 hours afler our de- 
parture from Kanderst^, the expedition came to a close. 
Kindly visages smiled upon us, and dean beds courted onr 
wearied limbs. After a feeble attempt at supper, during which 
knives and forks repeatedly glided from our hands , overcome 
by sleep, we staggered to our several apartments, whence we 
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did not emerge until after the mo^t profound oblivion of 12 
hours. 

On the forenoon of Tnly 3rd wc wcmo aroused from our 
slumbers by a iiood of sunshine pouring in at our windows, 
and greeted by a magnificent view of the Blfimlisalp in all its 
splendour. Half an hour later we were summoned to dinner» 
after which two carriagea were put in requisition, one of which 
conveyed the travellers, the other the guides. We will not 
boasit of our own personal appearance, but our iaillilul atten- 
dants presented a picture worthy the pencil of Temeks : a wild 
and weather-beaten crew it was ; one exhibited a face swollen 
from exposure to the sun and vying with it in fiery redness; 
another appeared to have had .his countenance completely 
flayed; a third, who from neglecting the preciiution of spec- 
tacles on the glacier, suffered from higlily inflamed eyes, hid his 
diminished head under a red umbrella, whilst the physiognomy 
of the fourth — BiscaoF of course — bung in tatters like the 
flag we had borne away as a trophy, and which he now bran- 
dished in triumph, accompanying the action with a choice 
selection of Swiss melodies and a superlative display of hi^ 
never-failing grimaces. Our rarriaoros rattled merrily down the 
sunny slopes of the Aeschibcrg. and then conveyed us through 
an avenue of walnuts on the bank of the Lake of Thun to In- 
terlaken, through the fashionably thronged promenade of which 
our disreputable-looking cortege drove with as much compo- 
sure as if we had been accredited from the court of the Spirit 
of the Mountains ! 
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